
N 
ow that the time of vacations draws to a close and public 
school resumes, it is my hope you have returned refreshed 
and recreated, prepared to engage the world with the good 
news that Jesus Christ, crucified and resurrected, is ruling 

today.  Not even the gates of hell can withstand this Gospel of Jesus 
Christ which, through the power of the Spirit, creates the Church. In 
the midst of a changing culture that is increasingly hostile to the 
followers of Jesus, our witness to the Lordship of Jesus will become 
more rejected but also much more necessary.  We, as resident aliens, 
point to and stand for a reality that is beyond the perceivable and 
that reality speaks to the heart of those who have succumbed to the 
culture of the self.  The call of Jesus for us to lose self and thereby 
gain true life, which is so contrary to what the world professes, is the 
exact message necessary to meet the quest of people to become 
fulfilled.  It is not about how much you have amassed to secure your 
needs, but about living!  We have the answer.  

R 
ally Sunday, 21 
August, emphasizes 
the shaping of lives 
by regular exposure 

to the Word of God for 
children and adults.  It is a 
noble and necessary function 
of the Church to edify.  A 
heartfelt thanks to those who 
teach and lead this effort. 
Feeding the baptismal faith 
strengthens individuals to be 
built into the temple of God, 
his dwelling place on earth!  
Take advantage of the 
opportunities of this building 
process.  Parents, this is 
particularly imperative for you 
as a model for your children.  
Yes, they are watching and 
imitating.  Be in the Word 
with them.  

T 
he summer hiatus has played hobb with our usual finances 
and attendance.  I encourage you to be faithful in both of 
these areas in the months ahead.  Set the priorities of 
remaining òfaithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the 

brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the prayersó and first 
fruits giving of the blessings God has given each of us.  Into our daily 
routine of living, God has injected a seventh day for Sabbath, a day of 
rest and reconnecting to our Father through worship and to our 
family in intentional time.  Remember Jesus words succinctly 
informing us that what we treasure, that is where our heart will be.  

F 
aithBuilders is a unique program here at Hope.  In light of 
our demographics, we offer parents the resources to be 
better faith builders for their children.  I have always been 
reluctant to preform tasks for which I am unprepared.  You 

may be the same.  Parenting children in the faith is a task that most 
of us are unprepared to execute.  FaithBuilders is designed to assist.  
Watch for FaithBuilder events for parents from birth to high school 
graduation scheduled during the next nine months.  Youõll be glad 
you did.  



Outreach  
 
 �´�3�D�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���3�R�S�F�R�U�Q�µ���Z�D�V���D���Q�H�Z���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R��
reach out and serve those on our campus to watch the 
July 4th fireworks.  Like all first attempts, we learned a 
lot.  We had many positive comments and smiles and 
�´�W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X�·�V�µ���I�U�R�P���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�������$���E�L�J��
�´�W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X�µ���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�H�O�S�H�G���R�X�W���L�Q���D�Q�\���Z�D�\���a��
from initial idea to clean -�X�S�������´�3�D�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���3�R�S�F�R�U�Q�µ���Z�L�O�O��
happen again next year �³  bigger and better.  

Confirmation  
  
 Another year of  catechesis (a Greek 
�Z�R�U�G���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���´�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���E�\���Z�R�U�G���R�I���P�R�X�W�K�µ��
�³  �Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���J�H�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���´�F�D�W�H�F�K�L�V�P�µ�����D�W���+�R�S�H��
begins later this month.  
 
 Here are a few important dates:  
�x�� Sunday, August 14th:   There will be a 

Parent Meeting for those with a child 
entering Level 2 or 3 Confirmation.  It will 
be an opportunity to register your child, 
receive materials, and hear a brief overview 
of the program and answer questions.  The 
meeting will take place in the Great Room 
�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���������R�·�F�O�R�F�N��
service. 

�x�� Faith Builders V:   Also, Sunday, August 
14th beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the Great 
Room.  This event is for those whose child 
will begin confirmation this year.  We will 
enjoy a meal together, take care of 
registration and materials, hear an 
overview of the program, and participate in 
worship including a blessing for your child 
as they begin their confirmation journey.  

�x�� Sunday, August 21st:   Rally Day.  Classes 
begin. 

 
 The goal of confirmation at Hope is to 
prepare the hearts and minds of our young 
people to speak for themselves the vows made 
at their baptism and to make confession of the 
Faith we all share in Christ Jesus.  If you have 
any questions at all about the program and 
�\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���S�O�D�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���L�W�����S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���P�H�� 

Stephen Ministry  
 
 �6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G��
ministers.  Stephen Ministers are shaped and formed 
through a process of training and learning.  We hope to 
begin the next Stephen Minister training classes in the 
latter half of January and will continue through June.  
The deadline for application is November 20th.  
Interviews will be conducted the following week(s).  If 
you are contemplating becoming a Stephen Minister, we 
would love to talk to you.  Speak to myself or any current 
Stephen Minister about serving your neighbor through 
this caring ministry.  

Community Garden  
 
 We will re -till and clean everything up 
for Fall planting in the first half of September.  
The date is not certain yet �³ depending upon 
the weather and scheduling.  Watch for 
announcements in the bulletin and verbal 
announcements as well about a date/time to 
help out.  His Peace Be With You �³  Pastor Jon  

Notes from Pastor Jon 


