
O ver the years I have become enamored with the definition of Church.  Its roots are in the 
Greek work eklaysia, which translated literally means to “call out.”  As believers, we are 
called out to hear the individual instructions, prepare to fulfill our part and then go out to 
accomplish them.  That’s Church.  It is NOT worship or the building in which we worship.  

Church doesn’t even happen on this campus.  Church happens when we leave here to accomplish the 
tasks given to us by Jesus.  How then to be authentic Church?  Fasten your seatbelts for an exciting 
discovery with me!! 
 

During the five Sundays of July, Hope Lutheran Church  
will worship as a single congregation at 9:30 a.m. only 

 
and then give it our best communal effort at being Church, living out the directives we hear from the 
Word of God.  Here are the proposed schedule and foci for these five Sundays: 
 

2 July 2017   Old Fashion Picnic/Relationship Building 
9 July 2017   Inward Focused Service Projects 

16 July 2017   Relationship Potluck 
23 July 2017   Go & Do or Stay & Do--an Outward Focus 

30 July 2017   Celebration Sunday 
 

Then back to 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on 6 August 2017. 
 
I know we have never done it that way before and change is uncomfortable, but for the sake of being 
authentic Church we are going to give it a try and evaluate at the conclusion.  I see us doing together 
the things we already do individually.  With strength in numbers, just imagine our Christian influence 
and impact on kids, adults,  grandparents and community as we interact side by side to show Christ’s 
love in real time.  And I know this is not for every single person. It is my prayer that most will benefit 
from the challenge.  Come, join me on this adventure!! 

T o bracket this exceptional experiment in July, single-theme Bible studies in 
multi-generational settings  help lay the ground work for “being Church.”  We 
have chosen five parables to sharpen our intergenerational interaction:  The 
Prodigal Son, The Good Samaritan, The Rich Farmer, The Lost Sheep, and 

The Sower and the Seed.  What could a grandparent learn from a teenaged 
confirmand?  Or visa versa?  What could a new parent learn from a seasoned parent?  
What could we all learn from each other as we all study and react to the same lessons 
on the last three Sundays in June and the first two in August, thus bracketing our 
grand July Church challenge.  I invite you to be part of this unique (for Hope) way of 
studying Scripture and exercising the faith of table mates.  You will hear a lot more 
about this in the weeks to come!  Come, enjoy the ride!! 

Pastor’s 
paragraphs 



Notes from Pastor Jon 
CONFIRMATION:   
 
 I want to extend my congratulations to the 
confirmation class of 2017:  Faith Birch, William 
Cunningham, Ezekiel Eckeberger, Maya Gailey, Meadow 
Gette, Matthew Haverty, Wyatt Henry, Kristen Hinga, 
Nathan Jensen, Connor Kueck, Austin Lobaugh, Abby 
Petering, Emma Petering, Avery Pfleeger, Alayna Pirker, Emma Rebstock, Darryl Scheer, Sarabeth 
Shannon, Shawn Steakley and Merlot Wagner.  You have publicly confessed the faith in affirmation of 
your baptism.  But remember, confirmation is not a graduation.  It’s just getting you started as you 
take personal responsibility for your faith development.  Continue in the things you have learned and 
believe! 
 We praise God for bringing these young people to faith, and growing and strengthening their 
relationship with Jesus through Word and Sacrament in order to give public confession of that faith in 
the Rite of Confirmation. 
 And we as a congregation are charged with helping them and everyone to grow in faith and 
knowledge of their Savior Jesus Christ.  An awesome task, but a blessed responsibility. 

SMALL GROUPS: 
 
 Through thick and 
thin, Hope’s Small Groups 
continue their working of 
caring, fellowship, study 
and service.  Over time, 
small groups always morph 
and change — members 
come and go, some groups 
grow, and others reach 
their natural conclusion.  
Are you interested in 
joining a small group?  
Check out the list on the 
volunteer opportunities 
page found at the Welcome 
Center, or go to Hope’s 
website for more 
information (hope-
lutheran.org/ministries/
small-group-ministries), or 
give me a call or email. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY: 
 
 Later this month on Sunday, June 25th, four new Stephen 
Ministers will be commissioned.  That day, Missy Castleberry, 
Frank Ramming, Tammie Thomassee and Cheryl Wilson will 
become Stephen Ministers — prepared to offer Christ-centered 
one-on-one care for those in crisis or need.  We pray God’s 
blessings and Spirit be upon you as you take on this greater 
responsibility within our community of faith. 

In closing, have a blessed 
summer.  Enjoy God’s 
incredible creation.  But 
remember to stay connected to 
the vine, Jesus Christ.  Stay 
connected to Him by continuing 
to hear and do His Word, both 
in individual and group Bible 
Study, Sunday School, and of 
course, regular Sunday 
morning worship. 
 
His Peace be with You, 
 
Pastor Jon 



Music Ministry 

To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise, 
To you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise, 

To you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
Be glory for ever, through life and through death! 

Summer Music Camp is 
right around the corner!  
We invite everyone to 
come and watch the 
production of Pirates of 
the I Don’t Care-ibbean, 
our summer musical.  The 
performance will be at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 13th in the Family 
Life Center. 

As we begin our summer Sabbath, I would like to thank 
all the musicians who faithfully serve in worship.  We 
run our music program from August through May, and 
these folks commit to weekly rehearsals, regular Sunday 
worship services, and spending major church festivals in 
the balcony.  It is amazing that we have such dedicated 
volunteers who use their gifts and talents in service to 
our Lord and Hope Lutheran Church! 
 
I would also like to thank a special group of people who 
serve on our Sound Team.  They are responsible for 
troubleshooting problems in the middle of worship and 
providing sound for whatever combination of 
instruments / vocals we throw at them.  We greatly 
appreciate their service!  Thank you, Sound Team! 
 
The children’s music ministry program will also be on 
Sabbath for the summer.  I would like to thank all the 
parents who help us with the children and all the 
parents who bring their children to rehearsals.  Also, a 
special thank you to Penny Thomas for leading the 
children’s choirs and chime choirs for us this year! 

Sing and make music in 
your heart to the Lord! 
 
Stephanie Poyner 
Director of Music 



Youth Ministry 
Family history has held my interest for a long time.  I am intrigued by 
stories of past valor, strength, persistence and humor.  Studying my 
family tree I am most often caught up in those stories about my 
ancestors overcoming hardship — moving forward because going back 
wasn’t an option, making do because food or goods or simple leisure 
were scarce.  There are stories of my grandmother’s loneliness during 
the war, cooped with twin babies and unable to go out because the 
stroller only seated one.  The story of a family that survived crossing the 
ocean, being tricked out of their meager funds by a shyster playing the 
immigrants in New York, finally arriving in the fields of Iowa only to have 
their mother die four short days after they arrived.  The stories from my 
own childhood — a cookie sheet to cover the hole in the floorboard of 
the car or how our holiday traditions came to be.  I find the wisdom and experience of  past 
generations has, more than once, helped me navigate my own path.  In these days of hurry, instant 
gratification, and over-stimulating technology, there is much to learn about simply putting one foot in 
front of the other.  I am equally intrigued though, by the lessons I learn from those whose 
generations are coming up behind my own — their creativity, their passion, their ability to process 
and to take in a world traveling so much faster.  This summer we hope to bring together all of that, 
all of those generations, all of those experiences, and to see what we might learn from one another.  
I’m praying you’ll join us, you’ll take a chance to see what might amaze you, to share what life has 
taught you. 

On the calendar. . . 
 
 
June 4 Confirmation — blessings to our new Confirmands, 
 welcome to Senior High! 
June 7 — VBS Crew Leader training 
June 10-18 — Mission trip to Denver, Colorado (16 youth) 
June 11-16 — Mission trip to San Antonio, Texas (8 youth) 
June 11, 18, 25 — Intergenerational Bible Study 
June 19-23 — Youth serving at VBS 
June 22-24—Mission trip to Mexico (2 youth) 
July — Summer worship and serve 
July 4 — Popcorn and Parking!  Come serve it up with a 
smile to the community in our parking lot. 
July 1– 8  — Mission trip to Denver, Colorado (6 youth) 
 

Watch for more dates this summer for fellowship with youth and families! 



Children’s Ministries 

Cross Training 
 
All Sunday school students will stay 
with their current grade level classes 
throughout the summer.  We will 
have Rally Day in the fall to jump‐
start the new school year and 
promote to new grade level classes. 

Maker Fun Factory. . .Created by God;  
Built for a Purpose 

June 19 — 23, 2017          9:00 a.m. — Noon 
 

We sƟll need some crew leaders and helpers in a few of our staƟons.  
Please look over the sign‐up boards in the Narthex to find a place you 
can serve.  Adult crew chiefs are also needed and make a BIG difference 
in helping VBS to run smoothly.  Please see Krista Beken, Director of 
Children’s Ministries, with any quesƟons:  281‐482‐7943 ext. 116 or 
kbeken@hope‐lutheran.org. 
 
Wednesday, June 7th, MANDATORY crew leader training and youth 
work meeƟng — 7:00 p.m. in the Great Room. 

Cross Training Summer 
Teachers Needed 
 
Our Cross Training teachers do a 
wonderful job of faithfully leading 
and teaching our children 
throughout the school year.  We 
would like to give them the chance 
to relax and refresh during the 
summer. 
 
Please prayerfully consider 
volunteering a few hours of your 
Ɵme during Cross Training beginning 
in June.  Even leading a class for just 
one Sunday would make a big 
difference.  All teaching materials 
and supplies will be provided for 
you. 
 
To volunteer, please see the sign‐up 
boards in the Narthex, or contact 
Krista Beken, Director of Children’s 
Ministries at 281‐482‐7943 ext. 116, 
or kbeken@hope‐lutheran.org. 

Be the Light 
 
  We spend a good deal of Ɵme in SWAT talking about the verse in 
MaƩhew that calls us to “let our light shine before others.”  We talk about 
how we can shine God’s light, not only with our words, but also with our 
deeds so that others might be able to see God’s love through the things we 
say and do.  I would ask you to take some Ɵme this summer to see how 
you can shine.  How can your words and acƟons help show God’s love? 
  We are working on some changes for summer worship at Hope.  
July will offer some wonderful opportuniƟes for you to let your light shine.  
We are hoping to build relaƟonships across the ages in our congregaƟon 
and to encourage a spirit of service as well.  Not only are we called to be 
the light, but as parents, we are also called to teach God’s Word to our 
children.  Our summer offerings at Hope this year are intended to help you 
live out your faith with your children, to teach with your acƟons and with 
your words. 
  We are excited about the possibiliƟes these new class formats, 
worship Ɵmes, and service opportuniƟes will open up.  We are one as the 
body of Christ.  We want to be one as the congregaƟon of Hope.  I look 
forward to seeing you and your families this summer.  I look forward to 
watching you shine! 
 
“You are the light of the world.  A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead, they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.”  MaƩhew 14:16   
 
Krista Beken, Director of Children’s Ministries 



The Knotty Ladies 
 
 The Knotty Ladies Quilting Circle will be 
continuing through the Summer months.  We 
encourage those of you who are unable to join us 
during the school year, join in on the fun.  No 
experience necessary, we will teach you to make a 
tie. 
 We meet in the Great Room on the 2nd and 
4th Mondays, 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 
 This is a wonderful ministry, a blessing to 
be a part of, providing visible symbols of God’s 
love. 
 Our quilts are sent to areas of profound 
need around the world via Lutheran World 
Relief. 

Twin Size Flat Sheets 
Needed 
 
 Hope’s Quilting Circle — “The Knotty 
Ladies” are once again in need of twin size flat 
sheets.  Your generous response enabled us to 
complete 73 quilts which were recently 
delivered to the Ingathering in Houston.  From 
there our quilts along with quilts from area 
Lutheran churches are delivered to a Lutheran 
World Relief warehouse.  There are two 
warehouses, one in Minnesota and another in 
Maryland.  What a comfort these quilts will 
provide to so many in need around the world. 
 Prayerfully consider purchasing a couple 
of these much needed sheets.  Walmart is the 
place to buy them, about $4.99 each.  The 
sheets are the brand “Mainstay” — 200 thread 
count — twin flat — prefer dark colors. 
 Please place your sheets in the box on the 
top of the LWML rolling cart in the Great 
Room.   
 Thank you for your generosity. 
 Wendy Hunter 

Thank you! 
 
 A heartfelt thank you to our 
Lutheran World Relief Mission Quilt 
Ministry leader — Pam Bubendorf. 
 For the last ten years Pam has been 
leading Hope’s Sewing Circle — “The 
Knotty Ladies.”   With Pam’s direction 
and leadership we have been able to 
assemble hundreds of quilts, gifts of 
warmth and comfort, to our brothers and 
sisters in need in many different countries 
around the world. 
 We have been blessed by her 
leadership, enabling us to extend the 
hand of Christian love, directing our path, 
while we have enjoyed the friendships we 
have made with each other.  She has 
given us an opportunity to serve others, 
embracing the attitude of being a servant.  
Mark 10:45 — through love, serve one 
another. 
 We will miss your leadership, Pam.  
You have been amazing to work with.  We 
truly appreciate all that you have done in 
the last ten years. 
 “Well done, my good and faithful 
servant!”  Matthew 25:21 
 In Christian Love, “The Knotty 
Ladies”  

The Knotty Ladies 



Hope Lutherans Making a 
Change??? 
 

2017 Hopefest Garage Sale 
2 day event!! 

Friday, July 28th &  
Saturday, July 29th 

8:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
 
 Yes, Hope Lutherans can change. . .at least 
for our annual Hopefest Garage Sale.  We will be 
holding the garage sale in July instead of August 
this year. 
 So you’ll have to start cleaning out your 
closets, house, garage, etc. earlier this year.  Your 
donations in the past years have helped to make 
this event a success, but we need your gently used 
items to make this year a success too.  We are 
looking for the treasures you no longer need or 
want.  We can take clothing, household and 
kitchen items, furniture, toys, baby items/
furniture, etc.  We will accept all types of 
donations that are clean and in functional 
condition; however, we CANNOT accept any 
computers or mattresses. 
 We will start taking donations on Saturday, 
July 15th (please do not drop off items earlier as 
we have no place to store them until July 15th).  
The last day for your donations is Sunday, July 
23rd at 2:00 p.m.  Drop off hours are as follows:   
Monday — Friday; 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
Monday — Thursday; 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday; 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
 
 We will need volunteers to sort, price and 
make the event a success.  Sign-up sheets will be 
in the Narthex in June just waiting for your 
volunteer information.  Or you can call Debbie 
McFadden at 281-732-049 or email at 
mcfadden@uhcl.edu. 
 Volunteer hours to sort and price are as 
follows: 
Monday — Thursday, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
   and 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 

Two Stephen Ministry 
Messages 
 
TO:  Hope Congregation 
 
 On Sunday, June 25, newly trained 
and committed members will be 
commissioned as Stephen Ministers.  They 
are blessed to be equipped to offer 
Christian help in times of distress and 
difficulty.  Aware that such needs exist in 
our midst, it is also known that such care 
comes only upon request.  As you pray for 
the new Stephen Ministers, pray also for 
courage and trust come to those in need as 
they turn to this God-provided help. 
 Thank God for the gift of dedicated 
servants by allowing them to use their 
training on your behalf.  May their service 
amount you be blessed. 
 
TO:  Stephen Ministers to be 
 Commissioned 
 
 Quoting from Kenneth Haugh, 
Founder of Stephen Ministry at St. Louis, 
MO, “You stand at the beginning of a life-
changing journey. . .Jesus called you to 
this ministry, just as surely as if you were 
standing by the shores of the sea of Galilee 
and hearing Him say, ‘Follow Me.’  The 
Lord has opened your hearts to the needs 
of suffering people. . .the Holy Spirit has 
uniquely chosen you to serve God and 
those you reach out to in this ministry of 
compassion.” 
 Jesus will be with you as you take 
each step in this journey.  In fact, Jesus 
will go ahead of you to prepare the way.  
You will never make a caring visit, listen 
to a person’s story, or say a prayer without 
Jesus — your companion, your guide, and 
your strength. 
 We welcome you into the Stephen 
Ministry family.  May God bless you on 
your journey and may He bless us all. 
 
—Sent from the heart, from fellow Stephen 
Ministers 



Interested in a 
9.5% Investment??  
Church Extension 
Fund News! 
 
 Introducing a new CEF 
“Reformation Note.”  Here are a few 
details: 
 $500 investment amount 
 9.5% interest rate 
 7-month term 
 Limit of one $500 investment 

per household 
 Promotion will be for a limited 

time 
 
 There is a lot of interest in 
the CEF “Reformation Note.”  To 
download an application, visit the 
CEF site: www.TexasCEF.org or 
email CEF at Invest@TexasCEF.org 
or call 1-888-951-1233.  Also see 
Debbie Schkade during coffee hour 
or call 281-482-0183. 
 Remember this promotion is 
for a limited time.  Your investment 
in the CEF ministry will make a 
difference in the lives of others for 
all eternity.  Take Martin Luther’s 
advice, “Nail down this opportunity 
today!”  This is a great chance for 
you to become a CEF investor.  It is 
a Win-Win situation. 

Who’s Who 
 
 The Ladies Guild at Hope has been in existence 
since1964.  We are the authorized auxiliary 
organization of our Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod and are known nationally as The Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League.  We are proud to be a 
part of the Lutheran family and want you to know a bit 
more about our group. 
 Currently our elected officers are:  Heidi Riggs, 
President; Debbie Schkade, Vice President; Karen 
Newhoff, Secretary; and Julanne Lott, Treasurer. 
 Our monthly meeting time is the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month and begins at 6:30 p.m.  Members 
volunteer to open meetings with prayer and a 
devotional presentation, and serve as hostesses.  Our 
Guild officers are diligently at work in their various 
roles, and members actively support and participate in 
various service projects as needed.  As members of 
Hope, all women are encouraged to join this service 
organization. 
 Our major commitment is to Missions and we 
each have a small Mite Box to fill with coins and 
dollars each month.  25% goes to the National LWML 
and 75% stays in our Texas District.  Nationally and in 
the District, mission grants are voted on and funds 
dedicated to those projects.  It is our way to be 
missionaries, sending our financial support to locations 
and countries to which we cannot go.  Some grants are 
for Texas projects and some in the U.S., but many have 
gone to foreign lands. 
 Also among our on-going commitments are quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief, Braille printing, financial 
support to Lutheran Bible Translators, Good 
Samaritan Home and HopeFest.  Other projects are 
supported as needed and members are pleased to 
volunteer for many types of service. 
 In fact, our motto “Serve the Lord with 
Gladness” is our intent and pleasure.  We are both 
Mary and Marth in that we serve both the human and 
the spiritual needs. 
 Our June regular meeting will be June 13, 2017 
where a place is reserved for you.  Our project for the 
month to be finalized is the annual Ice Cream Social 
for VBS.  Debbie Schkade will lead the requested 
prayers and Gail Akins will present the opening 
devotion.  Gail and Sallie Rouse are our hostesses for 
the evening. 
 “Serve the Lord with Gladness” 



Fiscal Year (04/01/17 -  03/31/18) 
As of April 2017 

Debt:  $1,209,033.96 

  ANNUAL 
PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 
PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 
ACTUAL 

% OF PLAN 

OperaƟng Receipts  $1,046,393.00  $72,010.14  $90,414.39  125.56% 

Early Childhood Tithe  $45,000.00  $3,000.00  $3,000.00  100.00% 

Total Receipts  $1,091,393.00  $75,010.14  $93,414.39  124.54% 

         

Outreach  $74,268.00  $5,933.33  $5,850.00  98.60% 

EducaƟon  $8,850.00  $113.36  $50.96  44.95% 

Children  $2,300.00  $50.00  $41.42  82.84% 

Youth  $13,200.00  $322.40  $98.97  30.70% 

Music  $6,000.00  $740.55  $476.80  64.38% 

AssimilaƟon  $500.00  $0.00  $0.00  0.00% 

Misc. Ministries  $10,050.00  $250.00  $250.00  100.00% 

Personnel  $637,288.00  $49,944.11  $49,002.53  98.11% 

Finance  $62,187.00  $5,182.25  $5,110.31  98.61% 

FaciliƟes  $227,150.00  $23,209.83  $19,204.03  82.74% 

Office & Worship  $40,600.00  $2,470.09  $2,271.98  91.98% 

Omnibus  $9,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  0.00% 

Total Expenditures  $1,091,393.00  $88,215.92  $82,357.00  93.36% 

         

Income Less Expenses    ($13,205.78)  $11,057.39   



Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries 

Barbara Gruener 6/1  Dawn Leveritt 6/16  John & Barbara Gruener 6/1 
Ashtyn Carver 6/2  Daryl Schulz 6/16  Kimberly & Doug Koch 6/5 
Caily Carver 6/2  Alyssa Manis 6/17  Calder & Mary Gibson III 6/6 
Rodney Pampell 6/2  Rene Sieraski 6/17  Dale & Christine Peterson 6/6 
Shane Lobaugh 6/3  Brett George 6/18  Allen & Karen Hawkins 6/8 
Veronica Matula 6/5  Rhett Bargas 6/20  Russell & Sarah Chauvin 6/9 
Brianna Centeno 6/6  Rexanne Singh 6/20  Henry & Margie Riley 6/10 
Dana Pirker 6/6  Hannah Foshee 6/22  David & Michele Wilson 6/10 
Paul Walls 6/6  Sammy Walleck 6/22  Chad & Angie Zalkin 6/11 
Kirk Dippel 6/7  Becky White 6/22  Reagan & Vicki Breaux 6/12 
Roy Nelson Jr. 6/7  Thomas Hinga 6/23  Chad & Dawn Leveritt 6/12 
Junelle Petersen 6/7  Kay Raymond 6/23  Robert & Julanne Lott Jr. 6/12 
David Bacon 6/9  Zachary Little 6/24  Robert & Mary Beth Davis 6/13 
Gilbert Bubendorf 6/9  Charles Foshee 6/25  John & Candice Blaylock 6/14 
Ryan Kuehnle 6/9  Kinsley Ott 6/25  Kim & Gary Orsak 6/14 
Joy Korth 6/10  Kathy Bors-Koefoed 6/26  Ivo & Ineke Dabelic 6/15 
Anthony Warren 6/10  Summer Ott 6/26  Glenn & Carol MacRill 6/15 
Kristen Hinga 6/11  Chad Zalkin 6/26  Richard & Susan Hahn 6/17 
Dale Phillips 6/11  Mason Aman 6/27  Kevin & Carrie Cox 6/18 
Levi Gebhardt 6/12  Ann Foshee 6/27  Roy & Leisa Nelson Jr. 6/18 
Jordan Rebstock 6/13  Fred Petersen 6/27  Eddy & Melissa Hovorka 6/19 
Austin Wenzel 6/13  Krystle Wilson 6/27  Shane & Jennifer Lobaugh 6/20 
Earle Powdrell III 6/14  Holly Brewer 6/28  Brian & Lauren Weth 6/20 
Bruce Brown 6/15  Scotty McCollum 6/28  Jon & Junelle Petersen 6/24 
LaVerne Melcher 6/15  Colton Harpole 6/29  Kenneth & Karen Yarborough 6/25 
Marek Tieman 6/15  Faye Mortensen 6/29  John & Brittany Hobratschk 6/26 
Anne Wiley 6/15  Michelle Scheer 6/29  Dale & Katherine Kohn 6/26 
Matthew Chauvin 6/16  Shawn Birch 6/30  Tom & Pat Anderson 6/27 
Albert Guzman 6/16  Dorothy Fisbeck 6/30  Donald & Judith Clark 6/28 

           Ray & Jill Fournier 6/30 
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