
Pastor’s 
paragraphs 

S t. Valentine is associated with February as any 
lover can tell you.  Love, with its highs and 
lows, can flummox the best of us.  If you think 
otherwise, recall your own adolescence and the ups and downs!  The Church year also gives us a 

taste of the highs and lows during this time of year.  We will stand with Peter, James and John at Jesus' 
transfiguration and will hear the voice of God.  Just as quickly, we will follow Jesus into the desert to be 
tempted forty days by Satan at the beginning of Lent.  There seems to be a disconnect between the Mount of 
Transfiguration and the hill of Calvary.  And, yet, they are both necessary for the salvation of mankind...The 
Son of God sacrificed on a cross for me!  During the forty days of Lent, which begin on Ash Wednesday, 14 
February, Valentines Day, take some quiet time to reflect on the enormity of God's love and sacrifice for us 
prompted by his unconditional mercy. 

T he forty days of Lent, fashioned 
after Jesus forty days of desert 
temptation or forty hours in the 
tomb call for quiet introspection 

and confession leading to cleansing and 
production.  We are sinners, estranged 
from our heavenly Father and always by 
nature at odds with his will.  We cannot 
remove that condition on our own!  It takes 
an act of God to do so.  Of course, these 
forty days lead us directly to the place 
where God acted on our behalf–Calvary 
and the cross.  Jesus took our place and 
our punishment for estrangement from the 
Life-giver.  Thanks be to God for his love 
for us.  Reflect, repent, renew, rejoice! 

S tewardship of God creation calls for an 
ongoing effort to keep the Father first in 
our lives and the gifts he gives second.  So 
often we get that backwards.  We focus on 

the “stuff” and forget the Giver.  When ones 
priorities are aligned, stewardship becomes much 
easier.  It’s all God’s and we get to manage  it for a 
few years.  In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of 
money and possessions only second to the message 
of the Kingdom of God.  It is that important.  What 
do we hear?  Be cheerful givers.  Give the first 
fruits. Give a percentage.  The love of money (not 
the money itself or its management, by the way) is 
the root of all evil.  Listen to the parables: the pearl 
of great price, the wicked tenants, the ten talents, 
the unforgiving debtor, or the shrewd steward...all 
dealing with money or possessions.  As this new 
year begins to unwind, the bottom line of our 
Spending Plan is not 100%, I invite you to join me 
in following the scriptural guidelines for 
stewardship.  I invite you to join me in tithing, in 
first fruits giving, in joyful giving.  Let’s manage it 
all for the glory of God and expand his kingdom 
with our dollars! 

F amily Promise, a do-unto-the-least-of-these ministry, continues to be an outreach opportunity for 
Hope.  In so doing, a recap of where Family Promise of Clear Creek has journeyed this past year 
would in order.  We have been a part of housing and feeding 15 families over the year.  That breaks 
down to 19 adults and 37 children who have been served by 16 host congregations and 960 

volunteers.  Of course, the goal of Family Promise is to have these families come out of the program self-
sufficient.  What a great ministry of this congregation.  You are always welcomed to become part of this 
effort. 



 
 
 

 Notes from  
Pastor Jon 

His Peace be With You, 
 
Pastor Jon 

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 
 We talk a lot about spreading God’s Word – about telling others about the hope that is in you.  
But how does that actually happen?  Many of us shy away from talking about Jesus because we don’t feel 
we’re qualified or have the skills needed.  You have an opportunity to learn how to naturally and 
genuinely share the Gospel with your friends and neighbors who have not heard the Good News.  “Every 
One His Witness” is a relational, contextual witnessing approach to evangelism.  After this workshop, 
you will be a more effective witness of Jesus in your everyday life! 

 

Date: Saturday and Sunday, February 3rd and 4th 
Time: 1-4 pm both days.   

Lunch will be provided on Sunday immediately following 11:00 service. 
Location: Great Room  

 
 Have any questions?  Contact me.  I will be happy to answer them. 

CONFIRMATION 
 Retreat is out there on the radar screen, but 
approaching fast.  Retreat will take place March 
2nd-March 4th.  Registration materials will hit the 
post office on or around February 1st.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please let me know.  Stay 
tuned for further details as they become available. 

SMALL GROUPS 
 Are you interested in great fellowship with a 
group of friends?  Are you interested in digging into 
God’s Word and serving others?  Join a small group!  
Check out the list on the volunteer opportunities 
page found at the Welcome Center, or go to Hope’s 
website: (hope-lutheran.org/ministries/small-group-
ministries) for more information, or give me a call or 
email. 
 Have you been a member in a group, enjoyed 
it, and desire the opportunity to start a new small 
group?  Contact me and we’ll talk about it! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 Sometimes people ask me, “Does Stephen 
Ministry really work?”  And my answer is 
always, “Yes!”  But it doesn’t work like magic, or 
by pulling a lever or flipping a switch.  It works 
because a caring Christian comes alongside a 
fellow, broken human being and cares for them 
in the Name of Jesus Christ.  The care giver 
(Stephen Minister) listens as a care receiver 
pours out their heart – their worries, fears, guilt, 
shame.  He or she then shares with their care 
receiver words about the mercy of God, the love 
of God, and what Jesus has already done for 
them.  The care giver prays for and with the care 
receiver - that God’s hand of healing be upon 
them.  We know that God works on His own 
time schedule and in His own way.  So the 
caring relationship has no time limit.  That 
relationship continues as long as the one in 
crisis needs it.  Stephen Ministry works because 
it is one-on-one, confidential care from care giver 
to care receiver. 
 So many people have found healing and 
hope through Stephen Ministry.  If you think 
you need help, let me know. 



Music Ministry 
Happy Epiphany!  With the end of the Twelve Days of Christmas 
coming, I would like to thank all the musicians who served in our 
Advent and Christmas celebraƟons! 

 
During the season of Advent, special thanks to Amanda Gonzales, Carol Chew, Carissa Petersen, Holly 
Delatorre, Bruce Brown, and Don Hite for serving as the musicians for Holden Evening Prayer. 
 
Thank you to the staff, Sunday school teachers, and parents who helped make Christmas is Jesus! a 
wonderful program.  A special thanks to Penny Thomas, our leader of the preschool angels and children’s 
choir. 
 
The Service of Lessons and Carols had special music provided by the Sanctuary Choir,  Jubilate and 
CelebraƟon Bells, and Hope FesƟval Orchestra.  A special thanks to conductor Robert Davis.  Thank you so 
much for that wonderful celebraƟon of the story of the NaƟvity. 
 
The Christmas Eve 7:30 service had special music provided by the 
Sanctuary Choir, Hope FesƟval Orchestra, and Hope Jubilate Bells.  
Thank you so much for making this service a fesƟval celebraƟon. 
 
Thank you also to our Christmas Eve 9:30 Soloist: Amanda 
Gonzales, 5:30 Soloist: Penny Thomas, and our 7:30/11:00 
Soloists: Rachael Hibbs Coleman, Michael Coleman, and Carol 
Chew. 
 
Spring rehearsals have begun!  Woodwinds and Strings, Brass, 
and Jubilate Bells began on Tuesday, January 23rd.  Children’s 
Music, CelebraƟon Bells, and Adult Choir begin on Wednesday, 
January 24th.  We would love to have any ringers, singers, or 
instrumentalists join us.  If you have any quesƟons about music or 
rehearsal Ɵmes, please contact me at spoyner@hope‐
lutheran.org. 
 
Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord! 
 
Stephanie Poyner 
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I never knew I could love something so ferociously, so deeply or so profoundly unƟl they placed that Ɵny bundle in my 

arms for the first Ɵme.  Nine months of pregnancy‐ the ultrasound, the fluƩering kicks, had not prepared me for the 

rush of protecƟveness, adoraƟon or hope.  A women’s Bible study during those months though, had prepared me for 

God’s expectaƟons of my life as a mother.  I had been studying the book of MaƩhew that year and Mary and I 

connected inƟmately on the concept that while we hold them, love them, nurture them—they remain, ulƟmately, His.  

Our most important task is to teach them about our Savior and to hand them over to His service.  How do we know if 

we are succeeding?  Author Richard Ross offers this insighƞul list of ten factors to intenƟonally strive towards in our 

teens lives: 

 Teen who shares a warm heart connecƟon with a parent who is transparent about his adoraƟon of God’s Son, 

embraces the Word and lives for the glory of God. 

 Teen who shares a life‐on‐life relaƟonship with a disciple who adores Jesus and guides them through a discipleship 

process. 

 Teen who shares heart connecƟons with many members of the congregaƟon and mutual adopƟons with one or 

more adults who adore Jesus 

 Teen who acƟvely serves with ministers, other generaƟons and their peers 

 Teen who acƟvely parƟcipates in intergeneraƟonal worship on Sunday mornings 

 Teen who knows how to correctly interpret Scripture, to pray and takes responsibility for conƟnued growth 

 Teen confident about having conversaƟons that are evangelisƟc or call for reasoned defense of faith 

 Teen who knows how to apply the principles of Scripture to life 

 Teen who approaches vocaƟon and all of life with a sense of divine calling 

 Teen connected to significant adult to welcome and work together on doubts and quesƟons. 

“Top Ten Factors Leading to a LifeƟme Faith and Love for the Church,”  Richard 

Ross 

Youth Ministry 



Children’s 
Ministries 

A Valentine “Heart Attack” 
 
 I’ve seen this idea on Facebook several times, and I may have even shared it once or twice. 
What’s great about the “heart attack” is that there are so many ways to make it work for your family. 
Start by cutting out hearts in different colors, and sizes. You’ll need 14 hearts per person, or if you want 
to do the family as a whole, you’ll only need 14 hearts. Each day, beginning February 1st, you’ll choose a 
heart and write something you love about your child on that heart. Then, tape the heart to your child’s 
door. By February 14th, they’ll have a door full of reasons that you think they are special. 
Another option is to think about the things you love, enjoy about family time. Maybe each night at 
dinner, think of something about your family that you each love, write that on a heart, and hang it in a 
space everyone will see it each day. 
 OR, build the bonds between siblings and help them make a heart for each other each day.  
 OR, extend the challenge. Could you and your spouse come up with 14 different reasons you love 
each other? 
 OR, start collecting hearts and mail them to grandparents as a special Valentine greeting. What 
are 14 different ways that your extended family impacts your family in a positive way? 
 

This idea is adapted from https://www.skiptomylou.org/heart-attack/ 

Internet Connect: 
 
 During the month of January, our 
kindergarten- 5th grade classes studied prayer.  
 Here is a link, from iMom.com, to a 30 
Day Family Prayer Challenge:  
http://www.imom.com/printable/30-day-family-
prayer-challenge/#.Wl-K1a6nGUk 
 This challenge gives you some specific 
ideas of things to pray about each day. Helping 
your child build a strong prayer life is a great 
foundation for their faith! 

Mark your Calendars - 
 
SWAT Dates up to our Lenten break 
Third – Fifth Graders are invited to come enjoy 
some faith and fellowship. Bring a friend and 
share the fun! 
We’ll meet from 6:30pm-7:30pm in the Great 
Room on the following Wednesday nights: 
January 31st, February 7th 
Watch the bulletin, Facebook, and your e-mail 
for details. 
 
Alleluias Out – We’ll take the Alleluias out of 
the Sanctuary at the end of each service on  
Sunday, February 11th. 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Shipwrecked  … Rescued by Jesus 
June 18th – 22nd, 2017, 9am – Noon 

 “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39 NRSV 
 
Krista Beken 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Trivia Night 
Saturday, February 10, 2018 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m., the challenge begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $10/person — you may form a team of 8 or join a table when you arrive 

Prize tickets 2/$1 Snacks and Beverages for sale, you are welcome to bring your own 

Babysitting available 

Make Valentines for 
Your Valentines! 

 
It’s an all-girl event designed to simply 

come together and enjoy one another’s 
company.  Enjoy lunch, time to gab, relax, 
spoil yourself a little bit and come away with 
some cute cards to share with the Valentines 
in your life.  Babysitting is available, women 
of all ages are welcome Sunday, February 
11th, 12:30 p.m. -2:00 p.m. 

Baptism Class for 
Grade Level Children 
 
 Do you have or know a child who 
is grade level age who hasn’t been 
baptized?  We will be holding a class on 
Sunday, February 18th after second 
service for them.  We will start with 
pizza and then have a conversation / 
learning session.  This will be from 
12:30’ish p.m. — 2:00 p.m. in the Great 
Room. 
 If you are interested in this, 
please sign up on the poster in the 
Narthex.  If you’d like to know more, 
please contact Pastor Ralph or speak 
with Lynn Ann Hobratschk. 

Thank you 
 
 “Thank you for your generous 
donation of $3,780.00 to our center.  The 
Board of Directors, our tutors, and adult 
learners also extend their sincere 
appreciation.  These funds will enable us to 
transform adult literacy learners into self-
sufficient wage earners and parents who are 
actively involved in their children’s 
education. 
 William, a Texas Certificate of High 
School Equivalency student said, “The Adult 
Reading Center has given me new insight on 
my future.  With some of the greatest 
teachers and tutors, I feel empowered when 
I go to class to study to get my GED so I can 
further my career.” 
 We are grateful for your commitment 
to a literate community. 
 Mrs. Dale E. Pillow, President & 
CEO, Adult Reading Center. 



Thank you 
 
 HURT (Hope’s Urgent Response Team) would like to express their sincere appreciation 
to the members of Hope who supported our Christmas angel project.  Thanks to your 
generosity, 44 children who would’ve gone without were able to received Christmas gifts.  The 
counselor at Greene Elementary said the parents and children were overwhelmed with the 
gifts that you provided.  She is so very appreciative of our efforts in supporting their children 
and families.  Thank you for your generosity and helping to spread the joy of Christmas to 
those who are less fortunate. 

Tiny Treasures  
PreSchool / MDO 
 
 Can you believe that it is time to think 
about a new school year?  Our Mother’s Day 
Out / PreSchool program will begin priority 
registration (for students already enrolled in our 
program) for the 2018-2019 school year on 
February 6th — 8th.  We will then open 
registration to the congregation on Sunday, 
February 11th. 
 If you are interested in registering your 
child in our program, please do so  on Sunday, 
February 11th.  Please contact Junelle Petersen 
if you would like a registration form in advance.  
This will save you a great deal of time on 
Sunday.  For your convenience, we will have a 
table set up in the Grand Hallway to accept 
registration forms and answer any questions.  
We will open our registration to the public on 
Monday, February 12th. 
 Questions??  Call Junelle Petersen at 281-
482-4654. 

The Color of Love 
 
 Art has found its way to 
fascinating and intricate coloring books 
requiring careful and creative decisions 
as to which color combinations to use.  
No paint by number or stay in the lines 
worries for these works of art.  If you 
have been reading your latest Woman’s 
Quarterly, you will see that LWML 
Sisters also come in all colors and the 
overall picture is one of God’s works of 
art. 
 The very first page offers a 
prayer based on Psalm 86.  When days 
seem to be colored Blue, words of trust 
lead to words of thanks as hearts are 
strengthened.  Women of beautiful 
color are detailed on page 5, 8, and 10-
13. 
 February is usually thought of 
as the color Red.  Valentines, hearts, 
flowers and the red heart in the Luther 
Rose are colorful and vibrant and 
speak of love.  As you pray for your 
sister Guild friends, Secret Pals, 
Prayer Partners and friends, rejoice in 
the everlasting love of Christ toward us 
all. 
 February 13th will be our next 
meeting, with details to be announced 
soon as our new Yearbooks are 
completed.  Collection of Mites and 
items for Christian Helping Hands and 
Lutheran World Relief continue. 



Calling all Thirty Somethings!! 
 
 Church feels more like family when personal connections are made.  Pastor Ralph & 
Lynn Ann would like to help foster church connections for our “thirty somethings.”  (Just FYI — 
there will be future plans for other decades, and we won’t be checking ID’s if you’re not quite a 
thirty something.) 
 We’d like to invite you to a casual Sunday afternoon meal, give you an opportunity to 
connect to others, play a goofy game and have a short Bible study.  Babysitting will be provided 
by Hope youth.  Goals for this endeavor include building church friendships and meaningful 
relationships, possible launching of small group(s), and practice in being the Church in 2018.  
Gatherings are planned for Sundays — February 25th, March 18th and April 29th from 4:30 
p.m. — 6:30 p.m.  Babysitting opens at 4:10 p.m. at Hope. 
 If this sounds interesting to you, sign up on the poster in the Narthex.  Bring friends too.  
We need to know the number to plan for, so please RSVP.  If you have questions, ask Pastor 
Ralph or Lynn Ann. 
 Thirty Somethings, please consider gathering with us! 

A Stephen Minister’s Tool Belt 
 
 When a bulb needs planting, out comes the 
trowel. . .when a screw is loose, the screwdriver is called 
for. . .when a pipe is rusted, a wrench is very handy.  
Tools are important parts of  everyday life.  But, when 
not needed, not often thought of. 
 Stephen Ministers also have tools that are most 
handy and useful.  They are there when needed.  What 
is in the tool belt? 
 
 Compassion — True caring about another person 
 Dignity — Serious response 
 Listening — Intently hearing before replaying 
 Empathy — Relating to the situation 
 Sharing — Offering life experiences with 

understanding 
 Privacy — Respect for one’s feelings 
 Confidentiality — Assurance of trust 
 Understanding — No judgment of issues 
 
 With God give resources, training and 
commitment, Stephen Ministers are ready to share time 
and listen closely with God’s guidance. 
 Two tools you might use are Trust and Request.  
These begin the process. 



Fiscal Year (04/01/17 -  03/31/18) 
As of December 2017 

Debt:  $1,129,277.39 

  ANNUAL 
PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 
PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 
ACTUAL 

% OF PLAN 

OperaƟng Receipts  $1,046,393.00  $792,532.48  $689,002.48  86.94% 

Early Childhood Tithe  $45,000.00  $32,625.00  $32,625.00  100.00% 

Total Receipts  $1,091,393.00  $825,157.48  $721,627.48  87.45% 

         

Outreach  $74,268.00  $55,299.32  $30,705.98  55.53% 

EducaƟon  $8,850.00  $4,477.51  $2,706.07  60.44% 

Children  $2,300.00  $692.44  $608.88  87.93% 

Youth  $13,200.00  $7,814.97  $6,774.84  86.69% 

Music  $6,000.00  $6,000.00  $5,881.25  98.02% 

AssimilaƟon  $500.00  $0.00  $0.00  0.00% 

Misc. Ministries  $10,050.00  $5,891.18  $4,040.25  68.58% 

Personnel  $637,288.00  $468,676.31  $463,096.54  98.81% 

Finance  $62,187.00  $46,640.25  $26,212.31  56.20% 

FaciliƟes  $227,150.00  $137,382.31  $110,487.60  80.42% 

Office & Worship  $40,600.00  $28,180.08  $23,059.45  81.83% 

Omnibus  $9,000.00  $4,230.00  $3,765.69  89.02% 

Total Expenditures  $1,091,393.00  $765,284.37  $677,338.86  88.51% 

         

Income Less Expenses    $59,873.11  $44,288.62   



Debbie Schkade 2/1  Reagan Breaux 2/17  Dave & Chyrl Durling 2/4 
Lisa Swanson 2/1  Rachael Mittendorf 2/17  David & Laura Krause 2/5 
Richard Petersen 2/2  Jill Monk 2/17  Gerrit & Beverly Kroesen 2/14 
Boyd White II 2/2  Mary Beth Davis 2/18  Roger & LilaJan Hibbs 2/21 
Eric Braswell 2/4  Keith Monk 2/18  Jason & Tiffany Henry 2/25 
Gerald Butler Sr. 2/4  Dylan Lake 2/19     

Wendy Hunter 2/4  Calder Gibson III 2/21     

Vicki Breaux 2/5  John Gruener 2/21     

EmmaLynne Fontenot 2/5  Raymond Beken 2/22     

Carson Leimer 2/5  Ephraim Centeno 2/22     

Lois Keller 2/7  Ashleigh Grape 2/22     

Katie Kueck 2/7  Parker Westover 2/22     

Elizabeth Rhame 2/7  Gerrit Kroesen 2/23     

Eugene Walleck 2/9  London McCollum 2/23     

Karen Klein 2/11  Melissa Hinga 2/24     

Dale Kohn 2/11  Macey Braswell 2/25     

Elizabeth Ricaldi 2/11  Joshua Gruener 2/25     

Luke Stapleton 2/11  Josiah Norris 2/25     

Elizabeth Hawkins 2/12  Gary Berg 2/26     

Alpha Siems 2/12  Dave Durling 2/26     

Stacie Utsey 2/12  John Plumpton 2/27     

Dan Carlson 2/13  Kyle Bargas 2/28     

Chad Lake 2/14  Rene Gebhardt 2/28     

Mack Freestone 2/16  Thomas Hamre 2/28     

Alexandra Hall 2/16  Rich Wenzel 2/28     

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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