PASTOR'S
PARAGRAPHS

he Feast of the Resurrection is the culmination of the “three days” of Good Friday, Holy

Saturday and, finally, Easter Day. There are two days of darkness and quiet before the third

day. When the darkness from the sixth to the ninth hour (12 noon to 3p.m.) on Good Friday

ended with the exclamation, "It is finished," darkness seemed invincible, irrevocable. BUT our
heavenly Father had a different plan with a much different outcome. Just as a seed falls into the
darkness of the earth before it erupts as something brand new, so the body of the Son of God was laid
in a borrowed tomb awaiting the most glorious words for human, sinful ears: "He is not here. He is
risen!" Christ Jesus, the Light of the world, is not dead but living, the firstfruits of those who fall
asleep in faith. The Feast of the Resurrection shines second to none. The light that breaks forth in this
death defying moment of life awakens in us the hope and assurance to shine ourselves, reflecting the
living Lord Jesus. The darkness of our rebellion which necessitated the cross, a life-giving sacrifice,
has been driven back by the wonder of light and life in a resurrected Jesus! The Lord is risen and so
shall we. Rejoice and be glad! The night has ended. The day has come. He is Risen! Alleluia!

ny curious individual asks questions about the resurrection, e.g. will we be the same age in
the resurrection as when we died? What about those lost as sea? Will I know my history?
Maybe a few comments about the resurrection would be in order. First of all, resurrection is
not resuscitation. We are not this body come back to life again. We are made new (cf. St.
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:35ff and his analogy of the seed, which I used in the preceding
paragraph...the whole chapter is pretty good) and fit for eternity. The “how” of this will be determined
and engineered by the God who created it all in the first place. The primary relationship will be with
Jesus, the one who makes our resurrection possible by his own. But there remain many unanswered

questions. Maybe we need to leave the fruit of knowledge on the tree and let our God be God with our
future, trusting him to get it right!

ope Lutheran

continues it

search for a

replacement for
Stephanie Poyner as
Director of Music. I solicit
your prayers for this
process. Stephanie was a
asset who developed a fine
program of musicians
from this congregation to
support and augment
worship on a regular
basis, a strength of Hope
Lutheran. We are being
diligent in the search for a
talented musician to lead
the program again.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Sunday-25 March-Palm/Passion Sunday
(8:00 & 11:00)
Wednesday-28 March-NO Lenten
midweek worship
Thursday—29 March-Seder with The
Eucharist (6:00)

Friday-30 March-Tenebrae (7:30)
Saturday-31 March-The Vigil of Easter (7:30)
Sunday-1 April-Easter Sunrise (6:00)
Easter Breakfast (6:30)
Sunday-1 April-The Feast of The
Resurrection
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00)

t will be my

privilege to lead a

group of folks

through a tour of
the places Jesus
walked. We embark
mid-month and return
27 April changed
because of where we
have been. The next
planned tour will
highlight the second
half of the New
Testament...the
Footsteps of St. Paul,
20-30 March 2019.
Stay tuned for more
details.



“Christ is Risen!”

As the presider at the 6:00 a.m. Sunrise service, I have the privilege and honor of being the first person
on Easter Sunday to publicly proclaim those three joyous, Gospel-dripping words. Those words “Christ is
risen” are not just for the Easter Season. They are words that have been on the lips of Christians for all of the
almost 2000 years since our Lord rose from the dead. They are words which have been confessed by those
facing deadly persecution. They are words that continue to change the world one person at a time.

These words are living and active words that speak the truth about our living and active Savior. Like so
many generations before us, may those three wondrous words be on your lips as well. Because that universe-
changing event is your only hope - that where Christ is, one day, you too will be also!

CONFIRMATION

Our retreat this year was blessed
with many moments of learning, growth,
discovery, and cooperation. Overall, I
believe the students had a great time. A big
“thank you” to the Senior High Youth who
welcomed level 3 students into their
company. And I must also thank many
others who helped out - making the retreat
possible: Jon Petersen, James Prince, Slater
Sauer, Steve Scheer, Jason Henry, Don
Schneider, Melissa Hovorka, Patricia
Jensen, and Carrie Cox. Thank you for
sacrificing your weekend on behalf of our
students. Thanks also to Debbie Hasty for
all of her administrative support. We can
now look forward toward Faithbuilders VI
when our confirmands publicly confess the
Faith in their own words, and to
Confirmation Sunday May 20th during the
Festival of Pentecost.

Please continue to pray for and
encourage our young people in the
Confirmation program as they study and
prepare to confess the Faith we all share in

Christ.

His Peace Be with You,

Noles from
Fastor Jon

Pastor Jon

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Thank you to all of our Stephen Ministers for your
quiet, patient service. We have a number of Stephen
Ministers waiting and ready to help those who are in a
crisis, those who feel helpless, those who are hurting. Let
me know if that person in need is you and want a Stephen
Minister to come alongside you to walk with you through
your troubles.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Our garden has some new additions! The raised
bed that floated away in the flood has been rebuilt and our
fruit tree orchard has more than doubled in size. All
courtesy of Travis Rhodes’ Eagle Scout project. Thanks
Travis!

COMMUNICATION

The way Hope communicates information is
rapidly evolving. So if you haven’t done so already, please
enter your email address on our website: www.hope-
lutheran.org. You can find the place to do so on the
bottom right side of the homepage under “Stay
Connected.”

Maybe you’ve seen that new TV mounted in the
Grand Hallway. It is now operational! It is being used on
Sunday mornings to display announcements about events
and show photos of what’s happening here at Hope. And
who knows how we might use it in the future? The sky’s
the limit!
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Dear Members of Hope Lutheran Church,

The last 15 years of ministry among you has been a joy for me. A joy in the
complete sense that | felt the strong calling from God to serve here, during good times
and sad times, knowing that God is always faithful. During the times when we celebrated
Christmas and Easter and the feelings were of elation and happiness or during the sad
times when we mourned the loss of our brothers and sisters in Christ or we walked
beside those who were suffering through illness or destruction of property, | always had
the constant understanding of God’s vocational calling, my call to Hope, and His
unwavering faithfulness. Living the journey of faith in a community of believers is not
always easy, but when God is leading you, it is always right.

My prayer for you in this next season is that you may find an organist and
music director who puts God first and serves this congregation in faithfulness. As you
wait for God to provide this person, please know that you are in my prayers. The next
music director may not love little children or combining harp and handbells for worship
services, or even like sausage and polka bands, but as long as they love Jesus and love
you, it is good.

Walking beside you in your faith journey was the greatest blessing | received
during my time here at Hope. Being able to serve you during your times of grief at
funerals and your times of joy at weddings are some of my greatest memories. Leading
worship with the most amazing crew of musicians has also provided some beautiful
worship experiences. To know that we have one more glorious Easter to celebrate with
setting of Crown Him With Many Crowns written for the 50" anniversary of Hope, brings
so much peace to my soul.

God calls us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
untrodden, through perils unknown, but He gives us the courage in faith to serve Him. It
is time for me to take a leap of faith into the unknowns of a new congregation and a new
community only knowing that He is leading and guiding me. The fact that He is leading
and guiding me brings me peace as | set out of this new adventure. Please know even
though | am no longer your director of music, | am still a friend who loves the members
of this congregation. You are welcome to visit me at Lamb of God in Flower Mound
anytime.

“Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord!” Ephesians 5:19

Love in Christ,

Stephanie Poyner

Director of Music and Organist
April 2003-April 2018



t o & | | Knock, Knock
N : Who's there?
Jesus

Jesus, who?
EXACTLY....

Okay—it might not be that bad, but sometimes the
schedule gets so crowded, the exhaustion reaches a peak
and Jesus finds Himself at the bottom of our priority list
and | don’t know about you, but when | don’t keep Him
first, everything else falls apart. My strongest balance, my
clarity of vision, my sense of peace and contentment, even
- in the chaos, begins with time in His Word and among His
. people. As parents we need this foundation to lay the
: - foundation for our children. Richard Ross, in his book,

/ I “Youth Ministry That Lasts,” outlines the following
Amira

characteristics of teens who carry their faith into their adult
years:

Spiritually alive parents: spiritually lethargic parents = spiritually lethargic or absent young
adults. Teens need parents who love the church and live their lives on mission for Christ, who
are modeling a faith life that continues to learn and grow.

A heart connection with their congregation: multiple connections with multiple age groups.
Hope strives to connect teens with their peers through age level ministries and for decades
teens traditionally help with events like VBS that give them a mentoring role with younger
children but we also are taking new strides toward helping teens develop relationships with
older generations through our summer and Advent generational Bible studies and summer
congregational service projects. These are excellent opportunities to connect in new ways.
Our career panels in Bible study have also been an introduction to adults who may share like
interests. Ross says, “Teens with little love for the bride (the church) eventually wander away
from the groom (Christ).”

Bible drenched age group ministry: we have recently taken a hard look at what and how we
study in our Sunday and weekday ministries and developed a four year outline to clarify and
hold accountable the journey from Confirmation to high school graduation. We strive to mix
old school Bible lessons and current events for a holistic approach to this brief window on
their faith journey.

How can we help YOUR household on their faith journey?

April 15 Senior High @ Top Golf, 2-4 pm (current 8t graders are WELCOME to join us!)

May 13 Faith Builders- Graduation, 11:00 service

May 20 All Camp Eagle final payments due



Butterfly Garden

I received the analogy below in an email a few weeks Mark Your Calendars
ago. I really like the ties the author made between a caterpillar’s *Easter Sunday Alleluia Procession
transformation into a butterfly, and Jesus’ life, death, and — April 1%
resurrection. A butterfly garden would be an easy, fun way for The children will be walking in
your family to celebrate Easter into the spring. during the opening hymn at the 8:00,
“The more I look at these caterpillars, the more I see the 9:30, and 11:00 services. They will be
Gospel story in their journey. bringing the Alleluias back by
The butterfly has three phases during its life: the carrying our Alleluia banner crosses.
caterpillar, the chrysalis or cocoon, and the butterfly. Each If your child is interested in
specific stage represents the story of Christ who... participating, meet in the Narthex of
HUMBLED Himself and came as a SERVANT. the Sanctuary just prior to the
Unsightly, lowly caterpillar reminds us of Jesus who put aside beginning of the service.

His glory and splendor and came to live among us as a common
man.
DIED on the cross and was buried in a tomb for three

days. The cocoon appears to be a tomb for the caterpillar; it *SWAT resumes after Easter
would seem that the caterpillar no longer exists. I have missed the SWAT crew during
ROSE to life again to offer everlasting hope to all it el < e Letil TElesss v n e

Christians. Just when it would seem that death has won, the
cocoon splits and out comes the butterfly full of life!

Imagine the powerful memory your family can make on
Ascension Sunday (May 13™) when you all go outside and
release the butterflies. What a beautiful picture of Christ
triumphing over the grave!

Here's to the meaningful and memorable celebration!”
Dema Kohen

Children's pastor, blogger, speaker
https://www.wearekidmin.com/

bulletin, your email, and Hope
Facebook pages for more information
about our plans to resume.

*Vacation Bible School — Registration will begin April 29t
during Coffee Hour

Shipwrecked ... Rescued by Jesus

June 18" —22™ 2017, 9am — Noon

Children ages 4 years old by June 18" — completed 5™
grade are invited to attend.
For children of volunteers, we will have a nursery available and a
program for three year olds. Space is limited, so you will want
to register as soon as possible. Registration fee of $15 per child
includes a Shipwrecked t-shirt, and daily snacks and craft
activities. VBS music CDs will be available for $5.

We will also have sign-up sheets for volunteers beginning
April 29", VBS is our largest volunteer event in Children’s
Ministry. The week is busy, flies by, and the fun is nonstop.
Please consider joining us this summer.

Easter Blessings to your family!
Sincerely,
Krista

Krista Beken, Director of Children’s Ministries
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Columbarium Commaittee Update

Columbarium Background:

A Columbarium is an arrangement of niches into which an urn or urns containing the
cremated remains of a deceased loved one is placed for permanent inurnment. The cremated
remains of the body should be treated with the same respect given to the human body from
which they came. Reverent disposition of the cremated remains in accordance to the Lutheran
Church means remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or
Columbarium. The Hope Lutheran Columbarium niches are designed to hold two vase or box
style urns, so up to two people can be inurned in a single niche.

Construction:

Construction of the Hope Lutheran Columbarium is continuing. The location between
the CFD and Sanctuary has been raised to get it above the 500 year flood plain. The
foundation has been completed and the paver walkway, pad, and stone benches have been
installed. The landscaping, final grading, installation of sod, and modification of the irrigation
system should be completed in March. The contract has been let for fabrication of the
Columbarium and it is expected to be delivered and installed in June.

Construction Sale Continuing:

Thank you again to those members who have already purchased niches — this has
allowed us to proceed with construction. Until construction is completed the sale of the niches
at the pre-construction price of $ 3,000 per niche will continue. The Columbarium Committee
has decided to offer an initial operation price of $ 3,500 per niche from July 1 through
December 31, 2018, at which time the price will increase to $ 4,000 per niche.

If you are interested in purchase of a Columbarium niche or have questions related to
the Columbarium Ministry please contact the Church office or one of the Committee members;
Harold Benson, Margie Riley, Katherine Kohn, or Bruce Hunter.

Parents!
Enjoy a night out... on Ladies
Guild!

Reserve Friday Night, April 13th, All you have to do is
make a donation to Ladies Guild and enjoy a few hours out
(or in). We will feed the kiddos, play games, and entertain
them. The kiddos can come in their pj's and have fun with us!

We'll care for your children (potty trained and older)
from 6:30-10:00 PM, upstairs in the Great Room. Please
reserve your space and enjoy some worry-free time for
yourselves! Sign up in the Narthex or contact Heidi Riggs
heidimarieriggs@yahoo.com or Terri Wenzel
terriwenzel@hotmail.com for more information.
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Transformation

How Hope communicates with the
congregation is taking on a different look,
and we need your help.

If you have signed up on our website
to receive (and are receiving) email, no need
to do anything. If you haven’t signed up
online, please do so as soon as possible.
Can’t figure out how to sign up, just write
your email address on the bottom of your

attendance card and we will sign up for you.

The new way of communicating to
you as a congregation is scheduled to go
into effect April 1 — so the time to sign up
is now. We don’t want to catch you off
guard and out of the loop.

Questions?? Don’t have
email?? Contact Debbie Hasty
at dhasty@hope-lutheran.org.

First
Communion Class

Attention all 5th grade students
who have not yet attended Hope’s First
Communion Class. We will be conducting
a three-hour communion class on Sunday,
April 8th from 12:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. in
Room 104 of the Center for Faith
Development.

We will begin by eating lunch
together (please bring $4.00 for pizza).
Then we will search the Scriptures and
our Lutheran Catechism together to
understand what Holy Communion is all
about. Upon completion of the class,
parents will be provided a list of questions
to determine their child’s readiness for
this holy event. A sign up sheet is in the
Narthex.

Women’s Retreat

February 8, 2019
Sweet Life Café — Savoring our Time with
God!

It’s time to start thinking about a
weekend getaway for the women! Camp Allen
in Navasota is the perfect setting to retreat,
relax and renew. The cost for the weekend
retreat is $240 and registration will begin
April 22—May 20. We even will provide our
men with Gift Certificates — a sweet way to
treat your wife, daughter, or person you know
who would appreciate the time away.

Put this date on your calendar. Look
for the registration table. And get ready for a
Sweet weekend!

No matter the weather, wet or
sunny, we are always showered with
blessings in our daily lives.
Sometimes we are aware of them and
sometimes we do not realize they
occurred: some need provided before it was
fully realized or some measure of grace given
although not asked for. God’s ways are not
ours (aren’t we glad of that!) but filled with
grace and mercy.

All women of Hope are always invited
to attend any Ladies Guild meeting and
events. . .we are an equal opportunity group,
no age or experience required. Speaking of
events, April 13, the Ladies Guild will be
hosting a Parent Night Out (or In) from 6:30
p.m. — 10:00 p.m. We will feed and entertain
your child(ren) while you enjoy a few hours
out or in! We kindly request that all younger
children be potty-trained. We ask that you
sign up in advance and make a donation to
the Ladies Guild — that’s it! Contact Heidi
Riggs at heidimarieriggs@yahoo.ocm if you
have questions or want to sign up.

Also, mark your calendar for May 29th
and get your dice ready to roll. Ladies Guild
will be hosting a Bunco Night! More details to
come. This will be a great time for all.




Spending Plan

Below is the Spending Plan for Fiscal Year 2019 (April 1, 2018—March 31, 2019) that
was approved at the Voters’ Assembly Meeting on Sunday March 18, 2018 If you have any
questions, please contact me at the church office at 281-482-7943. Thank you, Katherine Kohn

Approved
Plan
FY 2019

OUTREACH Missions, Advertising, Website Maintenance $74,368

EDUCATION Sunday School Materials, Adult Education, $8,850
Confirmation, Teacher Support, VBS

CHILDREN’S Journey to the Cross, Christmas Program, Birthday Party for Jesus, $2,300

PROGRAMS SWAT

YOUTH Junior High & Senior High Activities and Supplies, Subscriptions, $13,200
Transportation

ASSIMILATION Volunteer Luncheon, New Member Receptions, $200
Miscellaneous Supplies

FINANCE Debt Payment, Contingency, Bank Fees $50,243

PERSONNEL Salaries, Housing Allowance, Car Allowance, $653,774
Medical, Retirement & Disability, Payroll Taxes

MUSIC Adult Choir, Handbell Choir, Brass/Woodwind/Strings, Children’s $6,600
Choirs

FACILITIES Insurance, Utilities, Maintenance Contracts, General & Property $227,450
Maintenance, Janitorial Service

OFFICE & Copier, Office Supplies, Printing, Offering Envelopes, Worship Sup- $40,850

WORSHIP plies, Attendance Cards

MISC. Small Group, Stephen Ministry, Faith Builders, Christian Helping $9,950

MINISTRIES Hands, Meals on Wheels

CONFERENCES | Staff Training, Conferences, District / Synodical $9,500

& TRAINING Conventions

TOTAL $1,097,285




Operating Receipts
Early Childhood Tithe
Total Receipts

Outreach
Education
Children

Youth

Music
Assimilation
Misc. Ministries
Personnel
Finance
Facilities

Office & Worship
Omnibus

Total Expenditures

Income Less Expenses

$1,046,393.00
$45,000.00

$1,091,393.00

$74,268.00
$8,850.00
$2,300.00
$13,200.00
$6,000.00
$500.00
$10,050.00
$637,288.00
$62,187.00
$227,150.00
$40,600.00
$9,000.00
$1,091,393.00

$950,299.74 $815,635.37 85.83%
$40,875.00 $40,875.00 100.00%
$991,174.74 $856,510.37 86.41%
$67,555.08 $42,657.08 63.14%
$7,522.38 $5,317.41 70.69%
$900.09 $683.00 75.88%
$10,078.54 $8,861.40 87.92%
$6,000.00 $5,953.54 99.23%
$275.64 $22.48 8.16%
$7,650.00 $4,540.25 59.35%
$568,514.53 $562,717.51 98.98%
$57,004.75 $36,507.72 64.04%
$18,2191.61 $139,446.81 76.54%
$37,058.30 $29,041.01 78.37%
$5,360.00 $4,517.69 84.29%
$950,110.92 $840,265.90 88.44%
$41,063.82 $16,244.47

Debt: $1,098,058.37

Fiscal Year (04/01/17 - 03/31/18)

As of February 2018



Landon Aman 4/1 Lorraine Erickson 4/14 Albert & Marlene Guzman 4/8

Thomas Mankowski 4/1  Courtney Huning 4/14 Ralph & Lynn Hobratschk 4/12
Kendra Allen 4/2  Jon Pfleeger 4/15 Michael & Penny Thomas 4/12
Pat Cruz 4/2  Micah Riley 4/15 Thomas & Trisha Mankowski 4/15
Grace Chauvin 4/3  Ralph Hobratschk 4/16 Martin & Barsa Harclerode 4/16
Hannah King 4/3  Riley Leimer 4/16 Blake & Christina Beall 4/17
Michael Riggs 4/3  Laverne Walleck 4/16 Jim & Carol Chew 4/25
Donald Clark 4/4  Richard Wilson Jr. 4/17 Harry & Gloria Havard 4/27
Benjamin Haverty 4/4  Marie Denzler 4/18 Anthony & JoAn Warren 4/28
Clark Hibbs 4/4  Karen Glebe 4/18 Jerry & Joyce Pfleeger 4/29
John Hobratschk 4/5 Lynda Watlington 4/18 Deron & Jamie Beken 4/30
Matthew Tieman 4/5  Karen Paulder 4/20
Dena Brown 4/7  Katrina Singh 4/20
Kelsey Dippel 4/7  Debra Hasty 4/21
James Schleider 4/7  Shari Bacon 4/22
Judith Clark 4/8 Candice Blaylock 4/22
Shirley Allen 4/10 Bryce Evans 4/22
Kevin Cox 4/10 Joah George 4/22
McKenna Harclerode 4/10 Robert Davis 4/24
Kenneth Yarborough 4/10 John Kueck 4/24
Wayne Chauvin 4/11  Hilary Paulder 4/25
Nathan Ellis 4/11  Amy Haverty 4/26
Samantha Mankowski 4/11  Inez Dallas 4/27

Gabriel Gonzales 4/12 Nathaniel Williams 4/27
Pauline Stavrakis 4/12 Elfriede Brehm 4/28
Tristan Hobratschk 4/13 Dalton Gebhardt 4/28
Kelsey Westover 4/13 Travis Pfleeger 4/29

Alli Westover 4/30
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