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he Concept of Time fascinates most of us. It speeds. It drags. It evaporates before our
eyes. Nevertheless, we are bound by it (until the resurrection!). Examining how the Greek
New Testament interacts with time has always intrigued me because it uses two different
words to define time:  chronos (I R O () éxdtic, second -by-second, sterile time and  kairos
@ AT Rdynamic, meaningful, supreme, and remembered time. The distinction is important for
foll owers of the new born King. Qur lives are |lived
significant change and resolve because of the importance of the moment. A Savior has been born
and the world changed in that moment. We are called to be changed as well. The month of
January, named for Janus  dthe two faced Roman god -brings significant time for resolution.
Looking back we remember and learn. Looking forward we resolve and change. May each of us
use this time of reflection to introduce life changing, Christ -following decisions.

he "Gentile Christmas," better known as The Epiphany, brings down the curtain on our
Christmas celebration. It's the Twelfth Day, celebrated every January 6th. The Epiphany
directs each of us to the message of the angels at the Nativity. This good news of the birth
of the Savior is joy for all the world! The magi (read: Babylonian astrologers) are not
Jewish, but have traveled to greet the King. They found Jesus and offered him princely gifts before
returning another way. | wonder if they later discovered the true identity of the Child they
discovered. We know! The Babe of Bethlehem grows to be the crucified, resurrected and ascended
Lord to be introduced to all the world. [By the way, the Greek Orthodox faith, The Eastern Catholic
Church, celebrates Christmas on 6 January. The root of this difference with the Western Catholic
Church is grounded in the switch from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar, a twelve day
di fference, hence the twelve dlargnesvoHKairo€ Hima againhWewill Th e r
celebrate The Epiphany for the next number of weeks, focusing on the revelation of Jesus as the
King, the very Son of God. Listen carefully to the revelations about Jesus.

hat difference have these twelve days made in your everyday living? Do we as
followers of Jesus stand out in a crowd because of the Incarnation (Emmanuel=God
with us) and the implications it has for each of us or do we just blend into the culture
around us? Is the celebration ongoing and visible? We have the greatest good news
which is to be for all mankind. Our daily deeds and words reflect this good news so that other
might see and hear and join us in the Body of Christ. If we are not different, there will be no
difference! The proclamation of the angel and shepherds has been passed on to each of us and the
urgency of both is ours as well. Join me in the call to be different!

rom my family to yours, a blessed and prosperous New Year!



The season of Epiphany is a time when the Church celebrates the revelation of God i
when God revealed himself by becoming one of us fi the long-promised Christ i Jesus of
Nazareth fi true God and true man. And Jesus revealed the love and mercy of God offered to
all people through his death and resurrection on the cross for the sins of the whole world. And
the Christ has been revealed to you as well in His Word and Sacrament. Because God has
revealed himself to you through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit you are now being equipped to
be one who reveals Jesus to others. You are God
Jesus Christ in your words and in your actions. May others who do not yet know Him, have the
Christ revealed to them through you!

A blessed new year to each of you!

His Peace Be with You,

Pastor Jon

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Once again, Stephen Ministry
celebrated our annual get -together for
a dinner out. | wish to again thank
the Stephen Ministry Leaders for
another year of faithful service and
dedication to one -on-one Christian
care. | look forward to working with
you during 2016.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Most of the garden lies dormant
during January, but preparation for
early Spring planting is already
underway. There will likely be a call
for helpers in the coming weeks. |try
to announce those work days as far
ahead as possible, but it all depends
upon the weather. And you know how
challenging the weather in January
can be!

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation classes ramp back up again
after the Christmas break for the second half of
our teaching year. Planning for our annual
retreat to Camp Lone Star will soon begin. Stay
tuned for retreat information as it becomes
available.

| also want to take this opportunity to
thank those who give of their time and talent
serving our students as teachers: Jon Petersen,
James Prince, Slater Sauer, Steve Scheer, Don
Schneider and Jason Henry i thank you for all
that you do!!

SMALL GROUPS

The start of a new year often brings with it
new commitments. What about commitments to
discipleship, spirituality, fellowship, friendship?
Small Groups can help you out in all those areas.
Take a | ook at Hopteetas.orghe b s i

ministries/small -groups) for details about each
Small Group and plan to join!




Happy Epiphany! With the end of the Twelve Days of Christmas coming, | would like to
thank all the musicians who served in our Advent and Christmas celebrations!

During the season of Advent, special thanks to Amanda Gonzales, Carissa Petersen, and Don
Hite for serving as the musicians for Holden Evening Prayer.

Thank you to the staff, Sunday School teachers, and parents who helped make  The First Leon
a wonderful program. A special thanks to Penny Thomas, our leader of the preschool angels.

The Service of Lessons and Carols had special music provided by the Sanctuary Choir, Hope
Jubilate and Celebration Bells, and Hope Festival Orchestra. A special thanks to Assistant Director
Robert Davis. Thank you so much for that wonderful celebration of the story of the Nativity.

The Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m. service had special music provided by the Sanctuary Choir,
Hope Festival Orchestra, Hope Jubilate Bells, and a special thank you to our Assistant Conductor,
Robert Davis. Thank you so much for using your musical gifts to celebrate Christmas.

Thank you also to our Christmas Even 5:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. soloists: Penny Thomas,
Carol Chew and the Gruener Family Quintet.

Spring rehearsals begin in January. Woodwinds and Strings, Brass, and Jubilate
Bells begin on Tuesday, January 12t h. Chil drends
Choir begin on Wednesday, January 13th. We would love to have any ringers, singers, or
instrumentalists join us.

If you have any questions about music or rehearsal times, please contact me at  spoyner@hope
-lutheran.org or sptehpoyner@yahoo.com

Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord!
Stephanie Poyner
Director of Music
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| had the very special pleasure during the Advent season to dine
together with several members of our faith family from both the Senior
Hi gh group and t hiewhatablessimgr Each agdr o u p
every story shared touched my heart and broadened my awareness and
affection for those who had gathered. Every face was familiar, | knew
their oplaces in the pew, 6 and yet,
person so much better and knowing | would never see them the same
way | had when | began the event. Itis in the joy and richness of these
gatherings, the drawing together over a meal, over a task, or even in
something silly like Trivia Night, that we are woven together as a
family. | cannot begin to count the blessings | find in the simplest
exchange of 0Good Morning!déd in the
peace across the aisle, in cleaning up from an event and finding an
unexpected helper, in heading out and finding one more friend at the
door. In a world that proves hostile most of the time, what | find at
Hope restores me. My cup overflows. . .
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Senior High Youth are manning the concession stand at our weekly
Upward Basketball games. Stop by for a snack and help them on their
way to the National LCMS Youth Gathering, Summer 2016!

Watch the bulletin ~ , check your Facebook, log in to your email, and
pay attention to the Sunday morning announcements! The next
Spaghetti Lunch is coming soon!!! A buffet of enticing pasta sauces to
choose from, breads, salad and dessert i YUM! Details emerging
soon!

Junior and Senior High Youth Spring Retreat is April 8 -10, 2016!
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Mark your calendars for the 10th (yes, 10th!!) Annual
Trivia Night!
Saturday, February 20, 2016
Doors open at 6:00 p.m., the games begin at 7:00 p.m.

Free babysitting, plenty of great prizes and tantalizingly challenging questions!
Begin building your team now @ teams of 8. You can also join a team on the spot
at Trivia Night, you never know what new friends you will meet! No experience
necessary, just come for the fun!

Proceeds benefit youth attending the National LCMS Youth Gathering in New
Orleans, Summer 2016.

Tickets ($10.00) go on sale in late January



