
A s soon as we hear the word initiation our minds wander to 
togas and Animal House and misspent college years.  And 
yet initiations are exactly what the Church is all about.  
Baptism is initiation into the Kingdom of God.  

Confirmation is the initiation into the wider responsibilities of the 
Kingdom of God, confirming the faith planted in us with water and the 
Word.  High School graduation initiates a whole new world.  
Confession and Forgiveness initiates a renewed effort for us to daily 
live out the call we have from Jesus Christ.  Our daily waking initiates 
a whole new day, made so by baptism, in which we strive to be the 
people of God.  Pentecost, whose echoes we still hear, initiated the 
Church.  Our death initiates the passage into the promised rest and 
anticipation of resurrection!  Our life in Christ is marked by new 
beginnings...initiations!  Forgiveness remedies our past and re-
creation charts our future.  Our God continues to start over, even 
with us, on a daily basis.  What shall we do with the newness?!! 

T he calendar turn to the month of June signals more relaxed 
schedules, vacations, trips to the Hill Country.  Be alert to 
the tendency to avoid the gathering of the people of God in 
worship and praise each Sunday morning.  God never 

vacations!  His mercies are not only new each day, they are 
contentious!  So should we be contentious in worship.  If you do not 
worship at Hope, worship where you are. 

T he summer not only bring relaxed schedules, it also brings a 
more than soft bottom line for our finances.  Your weekly, 
monthly offerings are solicited to keep the operation of this 
Body of Christ in fit financial condition. 

O n the first Sunday in June we welcome our latest new 
group of members.  Renewal Study has been conclude 
and they are ready for fuller involvement in this 
congregation.  Welcome them with open arms.  They are 
our Brother and Sisters in Christ. 

O ne of our major 
community outreach 
programs disguises 
itself as Vacation 

Bible School.  We open the 
campus to the community 
children and bring them the 
Good New of Jesus, crucified and 
resurrection for them!  Please 
receive my personal thanks for 
your efforts in this outreach 
opportunity.  We should all dive 
deeper in our relationship with 
Christ Jesus.  Ice Cream is 
sweet! 

N ext month I will be 
attending the 
triennial convention 
of the Luther Church-

Missouri Synod in Milwaukee, 
WI.  Keep this gathering in your 
prayers so that the decisions 
made are pleasing to our 
Heavenly Father and beneficial 
for the Body of Christ. 

Pastor’s Paragraphs 



CONFIRMATION:   
 Sixteen of our young people at Hope were confirmed on Pentecost Sunday.  They are:  Gregory 
Adams, Wyatt Breaux, Nathan Ellis, Charlie Garcia, Joah George, Andrew Groeper, Emily Groeper, 
Nicole Huning, Arthur Klein, Rachel Kuehnle, Victoria Peterson, Michael Riggs, Isabelle Van Chau, 
Noah Van Chau, Daniel Warren, and Parker Westover.  We praise God for bring these young people 
to faith and growing and strengthening their relationship with Jesus through Word and Sacrament 
in order to give public confession of that faith in the Rite of Confirmation. 
 We as a congregation are charged with helping them and all the faithful in our community to 
grow in faith and relationship with their Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 This summer we will offer a class for current confirmation class students.  We will be taking a 
look at different world religions in order to discover what they believe and perhaps explore how to 
interact and witness to them.  Each Sunday, beginning May 29th, Levels 1 and 2 will meet in Room 
102.  So, if you’re here on Sunday, join us! 

COMMUNITY GARDEN: 
 What’s going on with the 
garden?  Go out there and take a 
look!  Beans have been harvested and 
given away.  The potatoes should 
already be harvested by the time this 
newsletter gets to you.  Tomatoes 
should be coming in as well as 
squash.  Our peach treat has its first 
fruit coming in! 
 Want to help out?  Just let me 
know. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY: 
 A class to train new Stephen Ministers will 
begin January 2017.  If you are interested in 
potentially being a Stephen Minister, let us know!  
We can start talking about it and praying about it 
now.  It’s not an easy decision.  Stephen Ministry is 
a serious commitment that requires careful, 
prayerful consideration and many hours of study.  
If you are truly interested or feel moved to join this 
caring ministry at Hope, let me or any other 
Stephen Minister know.  We want to help you, 
answer your questions, and walk alongside you as 
you prayerfully consider. 

Notes from Pastor Jon 

 Have a blessed summer, take time to slow down and 
enjoy our Lord’s creation.  At the same time, don’t be a 
stranger!  We’d love to see you here on campus for worship 
on Sunday.  The Body of Christ in this place is incomplete 
without you! 
 
His Peace Be With You, 
 
Pastor Jon 

Pencil in your calendar 
for July 1st — SUMMER 
NERF WARS!! 



To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise, 
To you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise, 

To you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
Be glory for ever, through life and through death! 

 
As we begin our summer Sabbath, I would like to thank all the musicians who faithfully 
serve in worship.  We run our music program from August through May, and these folks 
commit to weekly rehearsals, regular Sunday worship services, and spending major 
church festivals in the balcony.  It is amazing that we have such dedicated volunteers who 
use their gifts and talents in service to our Lord and Hope Lutheran Church! 
 
I would also like to thank a special group of people who serve on our Sound Team.  They 
are responsible for troubleshooting problems in the middle of worship and providing sound 
for whatever combination of instruments / vocals we throw at them.  We greatly appreciate 
their service!  Thank you, Sound Team! 
 
The children’s music ministry program will also be on Sabbath for the summer.  I would 
like to thank all the parents who help us with the children and all the parents who bring 
their children to rehearsals.  Also, a special thank you to Penny Thomas for leading the 
children’s choirs and chime choirs for us this year! 
 
Summer Music Camp is right around the corner!  We invite everyone to come and watch 
the production of Here For the Gold, our summer musical.  The performance will be at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 14th in the Family Life Center. 
 
Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord! 
 
Stephanie Poyner 
Director of Music 

Music Ministry 



It usually happens quietly, without fanfare.  Sometimes the 
very people involved, don’t even realize they are doing it.  It’s 
critical that it happens not only in our small, personal 
circles, but for the well-being of the world at large.  It can be 
a formal process with training and workshops and forms, but 
in the ideal, it happens more naturally — it happens with a 
connection as simple as a smile and, “How is your day?”  It’s 
a connection between grown-up and kids, it’s mentoring, it’s 
intentionally communicating care to the next generation.  
Bill Crawford did it last month when he visited the Senior 
High Bible study and share his life story with pictures and 
life mantras and his trumpet.  Dozens of teens will do it this 
summer at VBS, holding hands and guiding little ones from 
station to station.  Crowds of mentors came together on 
Confirmation Sunday — parents, grandparents, baptismal 
sponsors, friends, faith family members.  When mentoring 
happens, “. . .high school dropout rates fall, college 
completion rates rise, economic mobility increases, and 
ultimately, the economy is stronger from an increase in 
productive workers.”  (The Mentoring Effect)  What more can 
be impacted when we integrate our faith into the mentoring 
process?  What can happen when we come alongside 
individuals and families and lend our gifts, our 
encouragement and our time to mentor their journey?  In 
Deuteronomy 6 we read, “Write these commandments that 
I’ve given you today on your hearts.  Get them inside of you 
and then get them inside your children.  Talk about them 
wherever you are, sitting at home or walking in the street; 
talk about them from the time you get up in the morning to 
when you fall into bed at night.  Tie them on your hands and 
foreheads as a reminder; inscribe them on the doorposts of 
your homes and on your city gates.”  I’m starting the 
conversation in earnest — what can you do to bring up the 
next generation in faith? 

THIS MONTH!  Come serve and play during our 
service project week!  Tweens and teens who have 
just completed grades 6-12 are invited to be part of 
the action during VBS week (June 20-24) serving 
your faith family, your community and even the 
world at large.  We will meet 12:30 p.m. — 3:30 
p.m. to share lunch (bring it with you) and engage 
in projects to make a difference.  Registration 
includes activities, a t-shirt and lunch on 
Thursday.  Cost is $35 / person — if you are not 
working at VBS, just come at 12:30 p.m. to join us.  
Forms are available in the Youth Room or church 
office.  Please register by June 8th to be sure we 
have a t-shirt your size! 

Youth who have 
just completed 8th 
grade!!  We are 
waiting for you in 
our Senior High 
Bible studies.  
Come join us 
Sunday mornings, 
9:15 a.m. — 10:45 
a.m. 

BASIC will not be 
meeting on Wednesday 
evenings through the 
summer but we do have 
activities planned!  Be 
sure you’re on the 
Senior High mailing list 
and/or like the “Youth 
at Hope” Facebook page 
to be in the know.  
Email Robin at 
rginchrist@hotmail.com. 

Youth 

Ministry 

Coming in July. . . 
National LCMS 

Youth Gathering 
July 16-20, 2016 
In New Orleans 



SHINE 
 
 We have spent a good deal of time in SWAT this semester talking 
about the verse in Matthew that calls us to “let our light shine before 
others.”  We’ve talked about how we can shine God’s light, not only with our 
words, but with our deeds so that others might be able to see God’s love 
through the things we say and do.  I would ask you to take some time this 
summer to see how you can shine.  How can your words and actions help 
show God’s love?  The flip side of that is looking for ways God shines for us 
each day.  How does he show us His love?  Finding those little evidences of 
God in our everyday life is something we call God Sightings.  We will talk 
about God Sightings in VBS, and I encourage you to look for them with your 
children.  Sometimes it’s as simple as a smile from a stranger when you’re 
having a bad day.  But, once you start to notice the little evidences of God in 
your life, it becomes so much easier to shine his love to others. 
 
“You are the light of the world.  A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Neither do people light a lamp and put in under a bowl.  Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 NIV 
 
Krista Beken 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

Cave Quest. . . 
Following Jesus — 

The Light of the 
World 

June 20th — 24th 
9:00 a.m. — Noon 

 
 We still need some crew 
leaders and helpers in a few of 
our stations.  Please look over the 
sign-up boards in the Narthex to 
find a place you can serve.  Adult 
crew chiefs are also needed to 
make a BIG Difference in helping 
VBS to run smoothly.  Please see 
Krista Beken, Director of 
Children’s Ministry, with any 
questions:  281-482-7943 ext. 116 
or kbeken@hope-lutheran.org.  
 
Wednesday, June 15th, 
MANDATORY crew leader 
training and youth work meeting 
—7:00 p.m. in the Great Room. Cross Training Summer Teachers Needed 

 
 Our Cross Training teachers do a wonderful job of faithfully leading 
and teaching our children throughout the school year.  We would like to give 
them the chance to relax and refresh during the summer. 
 Please prayerfully consider volunteering a few hours of your time 
during Cross Training beginning in June.  Even leading a class for just one 
Sunday would make a big difference.  All teaching materials and supplies 
will be provided for you. 
 To volunteer, please see the sign up boards in the Narthex or contact 
Krista Beken, Director of Children’s Ministries at 281-482-7943 ext. 116 or 
kbeken@hope-lutheran.org. 

Cross Training 
 
 All Sunday School students will stay with their current grade level 
classes throughout the summer.  We will have Rally Day in the fall to 
jump start the new school year and promote to new grade level classes. 

Children’s Ministries 



Coming Soon. . . 
 
 Ladies Guild expects several special events in June.  Our meeting on June 14th will focus on 
the coming LWML Texas District Convention.  School will be out and vacations in. . .always a busy 
time of year so your attendance is so appreciated for the evening. 
 The LWML Convention will be June 23-26 in Lubbock.  Gail Akins and Debbie Schkade will be 
the delegates for Hope Ladies Guild.  Officers are to be elected for the District and Mission Grants 
selected for the coming biennium.  The Mites that will be received throughout the coming two years 
will fund these far-reaching mission endeavors. 
 While our delegates are in Lubbock, our Guild ladies will be busy on Thursday, the 23rd, 
serving the annual Vacation Bible School children their Ice Cream Floats.  And don’t forget the 
toppings!  A treat both to watch and to eat. . .and a fun time to help serve. 
 Our scheduled hostesses for the June meeting are Ineke Dabelic and Terri Wenzel with Debbie 
Schkade leading the opening prayer and Jinx Schkade presenting the evening devotion.  A special 
invitation goes to our Associate Members as well as all women of Hope.  7:00 p.m. in the Great Room, 
guaranteed seating. 

Stephen Ministry 
 
 Summer’s busy schedules and hot temperatures never stop the caring and sharing work of 
Hope’s Stephen Ministers.  We are not too busy to extend that listening ear and caring heart, and 
extend God’s promises to care for us as we call on Him in days of trouble. 
 Trouble comes in many forms. . .illness, grief, family relationships and so many personal and 
private heartaches.  All conversations are kept confidential and no one judges.  The intent and focus 
on this Ministry is to show God’s love and our care. 
 This message is short.  The time you spend with a Stephen Minister will be as long as needed.  
Pastor Jon assigns your personal Care Giver telling only briefly your concern.  After than, in-depth 
conversation is between just you and your Stephen Minister.  This is your invitation for help.  Only 
you can make the choice to make the request.  May God and your prayers be with your decision. 

Happy 
Father’s  

Day 



Women’s Retreat 
 
 Our May 1st Sunday afternoon Women’s Retreat was a special occasion.  
Approximately 70 women of grace and hope attended this impacting event and enjoyed a 
catered meal, great desserts, inspiring messages from Barbara Gruener, Robin Groeper and 
Sandy McHone and beautiful music provided by LilaJan Hibbs, Leslie Engle, and Stephanie 
Poyner (the harp music was heavenly!).  A big “thank you” goes out to the planning committee 
for their investment of time and energy.  Job well done!  And a thank you to those who 
attended.  We hope you were filled with the Spirit’s presence.  The committee would also like 
to give a big “shout out” to our Men’s Ministry.  They came in and cleaned it all up!  What a 
nice gift to the women. 
 You didn’t make this event?  How about next year?  Reserve your calendar space now 
for the weekend of February 16, 2017.  We will return to Camp Allen, Navasota, and will have 
a special speaker as we explore the topic “Joy for the Journey.”  Only 100 spaces are available!  
We will be taking registrations after church services, or you can drop by the church office for a 
registration form. 

Astros Faith & Family Night 
 

Saturday, June 18, 2016 
3:10 p.m. 
 

Vs. Cincinnati Reds 
 

Concert following game featuring Brandon Heath 
 
 Your game ticket is also your ticket to the concert, and seating for the show will be 
general admission.  The concert stage will be located on the third base warning track and will 
begin approximately 30 minutes after the end of the game.  Fans must sit in their ticketed 
seat during the game, and then move into open seats following the game. 
 For more information, please call 713.259.8366, or visit Astros.com/Faith. 

  

  

     

  

  





  ANNUAL 

PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 

PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 

ACTUAL 
% OF PLAN 

Opera ng Receipts  $1,040,751.00  $84,505.110  $59,714.07  70.66% 

Early Childhood Tithe  $45,000.00  $3,000.00  $3,000.00  100.00% 

Total Receipts  $1,085,751.00  $87,505.11  $62,714.07  71.67% 

         

Outreach  $74,318.00  $6,079.17  $194.00  3.19% 

Educa on  $8,850.00  $95.83  $21.10  22.02% 

Children  $2,300.00  $181.49  $152.95  84.27% 

Youth  $13,200.00  $607.84  $567.74  93.40% 

Music  $6,000.00  $381.18  $366.15  96.06% 

Assimila on  $800.00  $25.00  $0.00  0.00% 

Misc. Ministries  $10,100.00  $325.00  $250.00  76.92% 

Personnel  $637,528.00  $68,886.38  $68,373.12  99.25% 

Finance  $55,555.00  $4,629.58  $142.25  3.07% 

Facili es  $227,400.00  $17,454.05  $10,934.72  62.65% 

Office & Worship  $40,700.00  $2,933.34  $2,274.94  77.55% 

Omnibus  $9,000.00  $823.48  $0.00  0.00% 

Total Expenditures  $1,085,751.00  $102,422.34  $83,276.97  81.31% 

         

Income Less Expenses    ($14,917.23)  ($20,562.90)   

Fiscal Year (04/01/16 -  03/31/17) 
As of April 2016 

Debt:  $1,313,476.90 

Financial News 



Gruener, Barbara 6/1  Schulz, Daryl 6/16  John & Barbara Gruener 6/1 
Pampell, Rodney 6/2  Manis, Alyssa 6/17  Doug & Kimberly Koch 6/5 
Lobaugh, Shane 6/3  Sieraski, Rene 6/17  Calder & Mary Gibson III 6/6 
Matula, Veronica 6/5  George, Brett 6/18  Dale & Christine Peterson 6/6 
Centeno, Brianna 6/6  Bargas, Rhett 6/20  Allen & Karen Hawkins 6/8 
Pirker, Dana 6/6  Singh, Rexanne 6/20  Russell & Sarah Chauvin 6/9 
Walls, Paul 6/6  Foshee, Hannah 6/22  Henry & Margie Riley 6/10 
Dippel, Kirk 6/7  Walleck, Sammy 6/22  David & Michele Wilson 6/10 
Nelson Jr., Roy 6/7  White, Becky 6/22  Chad & Angie Zalkin 6/11 
Petersen, Junelle 6/7  Hinga, Thomas 6/23  Reagan & Vicki Breaux 6/12 
Bacon, David 6/9  Raymond, Kay 6/23  Chad & Dawn Leveritt 6/12 
Bubendorf, Gilbert 6/9  Little, Zachary 6/24  Robert & Julanne Lott Jr. 6/12 
Kuehnle, Ryan 6/9  Foshee, Charles 6/25  Robert & Mary Beth Davis 6/13 
Korth, Joy 6/10  Ott, Kinsley 6/25  John & Candice Blaylock 6/14 
Warren, Anthony 6/10  Bors-Koefoed, Kathy 6/26  Gary & Kim Orsak 6/14 
Hinga, Kristen 6/11  Ott, Summer 6/26  Ivo & Ineke Dabelic 6/15 
Phillips, Dale 6/11  Zalkin, Chad 6/26  Glenn & Carol MacRill 6/15 
Gebhardt, Levi 6/12  Aman, Mason 6/27  Richard & Susan Hahn 6/17 
Rebstock, Jordan 6/13  Foshee, Ann 6/27  Kevin & Carrie Cox 6/18 
Wenzel, Austin 6/13  Petersen, Fred 6/27  Roy & Leisa Nelson Jr. 6/18 
Brown, Bruce 6/15  Wilson, Krystle 6/27  Eddy & Melissa Hovorka 6/19 
Melcher, LaVerne 6/15  McCollum, Scotty 6/28  Shane & Jennifer Lobaugh 6/20 
Tieman, Marek 6/15  Mortensen, Faye 6/29  Jon & Junelle Petersen 6/24 
Chauvin, Matthew 6/16  Scheer, Michelle 6/29  Kenneth & Karen Yarborough 6/25 
Guzman, Albert 6/16  Birch, Shawn 6/30  John & Brittany Hobratschk 6/26 
Leveritt, Dawn 6/16  Fisbeck, Dorothy 6/30  Dale & Katherine Kohn 6/26 

           Tom & Pat Anderson 6/27 
           Ray & Jill Fournier 6/30 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 
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