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PARAGRAPHS 

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 
Sunday–9 April–Palm/Passion Sunday (8:00 & 11:00) 

Wednesday–12 April–NO Lenten midweek worship 
Thursday–13 April–Seder with The Eucharist (6:00) 

Friday–14 April–Tenebrae (7:30) 
Saturday–16 April–The Vigil of Easter (7:30) 

Sunday–16 April–Easter Sunrise (6:00) 
Easter Breakfast (6:30) 

Sunday–16 April-The Feast of The Resurrection  
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00) 

T 
here is no doubt in my mind that we are pilgrims trekking through a foreign land to our Father's 

land!  We have a forty day journey in Lent to prepare for crucifixion and the open tomb.  The 

overarching, guiding principle for the pilgrim on his Lenten journey requires the emptying self to 
provide an emptiness for Jesus to fill, i.e. the more one focuses on self, the less opportunity to focus 

on Jesus!  This is very much the attitude of John the Baptist:  "I must decrease so that he may increase."  

The disciplines of lent, i.e. repentance, reflection, abstinence, or penance all point the pilgrim to Christ's 

suffering and cross as the result of his life lived in self-centeredness and rebellion against the rule of God.  It 

is good that we have these forty days to take the pilgrim's journey, to set aside those things that cling to us 

and to which we cling, to become small that Christ might loom ever larger for us, becoming all in all for us, 
consuming us into himself.  In order to better strive for this decrease of self, we are given the disciplines of 

lent to direct and aid us.  We control our appetite.  We quiet our mind.  We renew our hope.  And, we 

anticipate the celebration of the cross and resurrection!  I invite you to continue to journey with me through 

these forty days of Lent. 

T 
he events of Holy Week 

complete our Lenten 

pilgrimage to a place of 
Crucifixion and 

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  

St. Augustine called Holy Week 

the Great Week because of the 

great things that were 

accomplished during these seven 
days. By the powerful and 

dramatic liturgy of the Great 

Week, Christians share in these 

events...the messianic entry into 

Jerusalem to the shouts of 
hosanna to the son of David, his 

combative teaching in the 

Temple, his celebration of his 

final Passover and institution of 

the Holy Eucharist, his mock 

trial and brutal scourging, his 
abandoned death and burial all 

leading us to reflect on our part, 

our sin.  Thanks be to God who 

deals with us in his mercy and 

not his justice...we would be 
doomed if he did.  I invite you to 

continue your Lenten journey to 

Holy Week and then to the open 

tomb! 

T 
he Feast of the Resurrection turns the world and its 

understanding of really living upside down!  And why not?!  He 

who was crucified and dead is now alive.  Why would we look 
for the living among the dead?  Christ is Risen!  He is risen, 

indeed! Our time of solemn preparation during our Lenten journey will 

be completed, and now we regularly rejoice with our living Lord.  For 

you see, the Feast of the Resurrection is not just a single event. The 

resurrection is an continuing reality.  In face, the resurrection is 

celebrated by the Church every Sunday morning as we gather for 
worship on the Lord's Day (the day of resurrection), as we stare death 

in the face and not flinch, as we spend ourselves on others--knowing 

that we will not run out of life to give away (it's everlasting living 

connected to the Life Giver!).   Can there be any wonder why a 

relationship with a living Lord changes you and me and, by our Spirit-
inspired witness, the world?  I so anticipate celebrating this Feast Day 

with you and of sampling a taste of eternity with Christ.  He is risen! 

Alleluia! 



NOTES FROM 
PASTOR JON 
 Later this month we will hear, in my 
opinion, the greatest words in all of Scriptures, 

“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus 

who was crucified.  He is not here, for he has 

risen, as he said”  (Matthew 28:5-6)  These are 

cosmos-changing words.  For Christ has come to 

redeem the whole of creation and has 

accomplished His mission in His death and 

resurrection.  At the same time, they are also life changing, life-creating words for sinners such 

as you and me.  Because Christ is risen, you too will one day rise from the dead as He did.  In 

fact, you have already been raised from the dead in your baptism — where and when you died 

with Christ and have been raised to new life with him.  (Romans 6)  And daily, you now die to 

sin and rise to new life as a new creation in Christ. 

 I encourage you to once again participate in the worship services and gathering 

opportunities at Hope during Holy Week:  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil, the 

Feast of the Resurrection.  You can find a schedule of all these events and more in this 

newsletter.  All of them will point to, and culminate in the hearing of those three incredible 

words of Good News:  “Christ is Risen!”  You will be blessed by coming and participating at 

these worship services.  And you will be a blessing to others by being there alongside them.  

Invite a friend or neighbor to come with you! 

CONFIRMATION 
 

 About the same time you 

receive this in the mail, the 

confirmation classes will be at Camp 

Lone Star for our annual retreat.  

Pray for our safety and for a great 

experience for everyone — that faith 

may grow and relationships with 

others be strengthened.  Thank you 

to all who helped make it a success — 

especially the adult leaders who help 

me shepherd all of these young 

people we are blessed to have here 

at Hope. 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

 The garden is all planted for spring.  Now it’s 

time for our Creator to do in the garden what He has 

done to us through Jesus:  bring about life and 

growth from dead seeds.  What’s out there?  

Tomatoes, green beans, red potatoes, lettuce, yellow 

squash, zucchini, cucumbers, peppers and 

watermelon.  A few weeks ago, the PreK 4”s of Tiny 

Treasures had an opportunity to learn about our 

garden and plant some marigolds (to keep the bag 

bugs away!).  Do you want to help out in some way?  

Contact me! 

The Peace of our Risen Christ be with you, 

Pastor Jon 
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My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I, that for my sake, 
My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 April bring us the opportunity to remember Christ’s crucifixion and death and 
to celebrate His resurrection on Easter Sunday.  Please come and join us in our 
worship services, especially during Holy Week, as we worship our crucified and 
risen Savior. 
 Music camp is around the corner!  Join us this year from July 10th — 14th.  
Registration is only $50.00, which includes a t-shirt and CD of the music.  
Registration for Hope members begins Sunday, April 30th. 
 
Sing and Make Music in Your Heart to the Lord, 
Stephanie Poyner 
Director of Music 

April 2nd 
 Children’s Choir, Chimes, and Bells (11:00 only) 
 
April 9th — Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 
 Adult Choir, Lenten Youth Choir,  
 Celebration Bells 
 
April 14th — Good Friday Worship 
 Adult Choir and Organ 
 
April 16th — Festival of the Resurrection 
 Adult Choir, Festival Orchestra, and Jubilate 
Bells 
 
April 23rd 
 Guitar and Harp 
 
April 30th 
 Houston Choir Festival at Grace Presbyterian 
 Church, Houston (5:00 p.m.) 



YOUTH MINISTRY

Parents of graduating 

high school seniors — mark 

your calendar for May 

21st during the 11:00 a.m. 

services for our Faith 

Builders 7 Service of 

Blessing! 

 Save the date — May 6, 2017!  Looking for a date night 
idea or maybe you just don’t want to cook that night?  We’ve 
got it covered. 
 The youth will be hosting a dinner called “La Speranza 
Luterana.”  It will include some of the best Italian food around 
made by the youth! 
 The first dinner block starts at 5:00 p.m. and the second 
will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Dancing and socializing will follow the 2nd 
dinner block only.  And the best part about it — we will provide 
free babysitting! 
 Tickets go on sale the first week of April so keep an 
eye out. 

BON APPETIT! 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

THE HUNT FOR EASTER 

Saturday, April 15th — 10:00 a.m. — Noon, Come and go as your schedule allows. 

Hope Lutheran Great Room. 

 

 This family event will help us tract down the true meaning of Easter right here on our campus.  

You will be on the lookout for items designed to remind you of Holy Week and the events that led Jesus 

to the cross.  You will take a picture of the items you find that represent each event.  For example:  

Jesus spent time in the Garden of Gethsemane in prayer before he was arrested.  A picture of a watch 

or clock may remind you of that time in prayer.  Bring your camera or even just a cell phone camera, 

load the car with family and friends, and meet us in the Great Room. 

 Don’t think your children are old enough for the photo scavenger hunt. . .we will have other 

activities you can do with your child including crafts, a snack, and, most importantly:  A walk through 

Holy Week — You and your children can travel through 5 different stations and fill empty plastic eggs 

with the Easter Message that JESUS IS ALIVE! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

 Palm Procession  

 Sunday, April 9th, during the opening hymn in each 

 service. 

 Easter Sunday Alleluia Procession — April 16th 

 The children will be walking in during the opening hymn 

 at the 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. services.  They  will be 

 bringing the Alleluias back by carrying our Alleluia banner 

 crosses.  If you child is interested in participating, meet in the 

 Narthex of the Sanctuary just prior to the beginning of the 

 service. 

 SWAT resumes Wednesday, April 26th 

 I have missed the SWAT crew during our break for Lent!  

 We will begin meeting again Wednesday, April 26th at  6:30 

 p.m. 

 Vacation Bible School — Registration will begin April 30th during 

Coffee Hour 

 Maker Fun Factory. . .Created by God; Built for a Purpose 

 June 19—23, 2017, 9:00 a.m. — Noon 

 Children ages 4 years old by June 19th — completed 5th 

 grade are invited to attend.  For children of volunteers, we 

 will have a nursery available and a program for 3-year-olds.  

 Space is limited, so you will want to register as soon as 

 possible.  Registration fee of $15.00 per child includes a Maker 

 Fun Factory t-shirt, and daily snacks and craft activities.  VBS 

 music CDs will be available for $5.00. 

 

 We will also have sign-up sheets for volunteers beginning April 

 30th.  VBS is our largest volunteer event in Children’s 

 Ministry.  The week is busy, flies by, and the fun is non-stop.  

 Please consider joining us this summer. 

Internet Connection 

 

 How about an Easter 

egg hunt with a twist this 

year?  Check out the “Easter 

Story Hunt” on iMom.com.  

You can find all the details 

and the printables here: 

http://www.imom.com/

printable/easter-story-hunt/

#.WMGO128rKUk 

Easter Blessing to your 

family! 

Krista Beken,  

Dir. of Children’s Ministries 



One Soup Suppers Left! 
 

 Come to the Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. on April 

5th and then join us for Lenten services at 7:00 p.m.  

This last Soup Supper is being sponsored by the 

Women’s Retreat Group. A free-will offering will be 

taken. 

 Any questions, contact the church office at  

281-482-7943. 

 

Summer Music Camp 2017 

July 10-14, 2017 
 

Registration begins Sunday, 

April 30th 

(between services) 
 

 The cost is $50.00, which includes camp t-

shirt, CD, pizza party, and supplies.  Camp is for 4-

year-olds through kids who have completed 5th 

grade.  Campers must be 4-years-old by July 1st.  

Space will be limited, so sign up early! 

 All children will be participating in the camp 

musical on Thursday, July 13th at 6:30 p.m.  

Auditions for the speaking parts of the musical will 

be on Sunday, July 9th at 6:30 p.m. for children who 

have completed 2nd—5th grade. 

 If you have any questions, please contact 

Stephanie Poyner at 281-482-7943 or spoyner@hope-

lutheran.org. 

Houston Choir 

Festival 
 

Grace Presbyterian 

Church 

Sunday, April 30, 2017 

5:00 p.m. 
 

 Led by Children’s Choirs, Youth 

Choirs, and Adult Choirs of the 

Houston Area.  Guest organist and 

clinician will be Dr. Michael Burkhardt.  

Everyone is welcome to attend the final 

concert at 5:00 p.m. 

Passover Seder / 

Maundy Thursday 

Worship 
 

 Come and celebrate the 

Passover Seder with us on Thursday, 

April 13, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Family Life Center (gym).  As an 

integral part of our Maundy Thursday 

Holy Week Worship Service, the Altar 

Guild will be hosting a Symbolic Seder 

Meal for our members and guests.  

This elaborate service, led by Pastor 

Ralph, is a wonderful teaching and 

learning experience that will allow the 

gathered community to participate 

symbolically in the story of salvation. 

 Of special note:  The Seder 

Meal service will be followed by the 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 

service, and concluded with the 

ceremonial “Stripping of the Altar” by 

the Altar Guild in the Sanctuary.  We 

hope that your worship experience 

during the Passover Seder and 

Maundy Thursday Worship is a 

blessed one. 

 The Altar Guild 



Breakfast is Served 
 

 We want to invite you to breakfast on 

Easter Sunday morning.  The menu will 

include pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, 

orange juice and coffee. 

 Breakfast will be served from 6:30 a.m. 

— 9:45 a.m. in the Family Life Center.  A free-

will offering will be taken.  Please bring your 

family and enjoy! 

 We need cooks, people to set up, people 

to serve and people to help clean up.  We need 

early risers and late stayers.  The sign-up sheet 

is in the Narthex.  We need your help to make 

this happen! 

 Many thanks!  Lynn Ann Hobratschk 

Easter Flowers 
 

 The Altar Guild will be accepting 

flower orders for those wishing to help 

decorate our Chancel and Nave for Easter.  

We will be offering decoratively wrapped 

6.5” Easter Lilies ($7.00 / each), 6” Yellow 

Mums ($7.00 / each) and 8” Hydrangeas—

5+ blooms ($14.00 / each).  An Easter 

Flower Donor List will be published in the 

Worship Bulletins on Resurrection 

Sunday. 

 Look for the Special EASTER 

FLOWER TABLE in the Grand Hallway 

starting next Sunday, March 26th.  We 

will be selling flowers to decorate the 

Sanctuary on Sunday, March 26th, April 

2nd and April 9th.  No flowers will be sold 

after April 9th.   

 Flowers orders will be taken 

between services ONLY (9:15 a.m. — 

11:00 a.m.) on those Sundays.  Please 

make the walk from the Sanctuary to the 

Center for Faith Development to place 

these orders. 

 Questions?? Please contact Debbie 

in the church office at 281-482-7943.  

Thank you. 

Two Beautiful Word 
 

 Two of the words most beautiful to 

Christians are Resurrection and Salvation.  This 

month we are filled once again with the Joy of 

Easter reflected in the words “He is Risen.” 

 Indeed, if Jesus had not left an empty 

tomb, there would be no resurrection, and no 

salvation.  His words, however, “It is finished” 

assure us that salvation is ours and we will have 

eternity with Him. 

 Why did He willingly suffer such agony?  

Look in the mirror, and in your heart.  Aren’t we 

glad that He didn’t say “For God so love the rich, 

the famous, the young, the old, the successful, 

OR the American, the Asian, the European. . .”  

His world-wide love is for all, He says, and His 

Word is Good. 

 When Jesus invites us to “Call on Him in 

the day of trouble,” He means just that.  When 

Jesus says “. . .lo, I am with you always,” He 

means just that.  When Jesus-based Christian 

care is offered through Hope’s Stephen Ministry, 

He means just that, and offers it freely, 

confidentially, and with prayers. 

 Stephen Ministers are here to serve you 

upon request and to join you in the Joy of the 

Resurrection and our Salvation. 



Holy Week Schedule 
 
Sunday, April 9th –   Palm Sunday        8:00 am. 
    Palm Sunday       11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, April 13th   –  Seder Meal       6:00 .m. 
    Maundy Thursday Service /  Stripping of the Altar 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 14th  –  Good Friday Tenebrae     7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 15th –  Vigil of Easter       7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 16th –  Sunrise Service      6:00 am. 
    Easter Breakfast      6:30 a.m. 
    Easter Service       8:00 a.m. 

    Easter Service       9:30 a.m. 
    Easter Service       11:00 a.m. 

Triumph at the Tomb 
 

 We all know God works in “mysterious ways, His wonders to perform. . .”  What more 

amazing wonderful was His turning tragedy into triumph at the open and empty tomb!  Jesus 

has Risen!  He rose that day and He has Risen again in our hearts! 

 April 11st is our next meeting and we would love to have our Associate members with 

us.  All women of Hope are also invited to spend the evening with Ladies Guild, to visit and/or 

to join.  There are plans to be made, food to enjoy, good conversation to share, and a place for 

you. 

 On that evening our theme will be “Making Life’s Big Decisions” and we will be please to 

have Elizabeth Quigley as our Guest Speaker.  Elizabeth is with Senior Care Advocacy and we 

look with anticipation to her thoughts and information. 

 Our hostesses for the evening are scheduled to be Pam Bubendorf, Julanne Lott and Jinx 

Schkade.  Pam will offer the devotion and Gail Akins will lead the opening prayers. 

 75 Ways to Serve the Lord with Gladness in YOUR Mission Field is offered on computer 

at lwml.org and what a treasure trove of suggestions!  Some take just a short time and some 

more, but all creative ways to show our love and thanks to our Lord.  Check it out — both for 

personal and group ideas. 

 At our LWML store, a newly published devotion by Mary Ann Waldon is now available.  

A longtime active member of LWML, Mary Ann has now made her spiritual nourishment 

available to many. 

 April brings Spring, leafing trees, blooming flowers, renewal — and Easter.  May it be a 

special blessing to you. 



 
Fiscal Year (04/01/16 -  03/31/17) 

As of February 28, 2017 

Debt:  $1,216,633.89 

 
ANNUAL 

PLAN 
Y-T-D 
PLAN 

Y-T-D 
ACTUAL 

% OF PLAN 

Operating Receipts $1,025,075.00 $937,128.40 $808,889.04 86.32% 

Early Childhood Tithe $36,000.00 $40,875.00 $40,875.00 100.00% 

Total Receipts $1,061,075.00 $978,003.40 $849,764.04 86.89% 

     

Outreach $73,600.00 $67,955.51 $60,917.95 89.64% 

Education $9,250.00 $8,304.13 $6,721.17 80.94% 

Children $4,450.00 $2,071.49 $722.21 34.86% 

Youth $11,520.00 $10,276.78 $5,260.54 51.19% 

Music $5,500.00 $5,925.00 $3,802.13 64.17% 

Assimilation $2,600.00 $775.00 $112.91 14.57% 

Misc. Ministries $9,000.00 $8,518.26 $4,561.73 53.55% 

Personnel $592,515.00 $570,370.72 $552,632.66 96.89% 

Finance $107,500.00 $50,925.38 $36,683.18 72.03% 

Facilities $194,150.00 $201,120.40 $145,415.48 72.30% 

Office & Worship $44,540.00 $35,707.56 $30,772.67 86.18% 

Omnibus $6,450.00 $8,364.31 $1,249.06 14.93% 

Total Expenditures $1,061.075.00 $970,314.54 $848,851.69 87.48% 

     

Income Less Expenses  $7,688.86 $912.35  

FINANCIAL  
NEWS



Landon Aman 4/1  Ralph Hobratschk 4/16  Albert & Marlene Guzman 4/8 

Thomas Mankowski 4/1  Riley Leimer 4/16  Ralph & Lynn Hobratschk 4/12 

Kendra Allen 4/2  Laverne Walleck 4/16  Michael & Penny Thomas 4/12 

Pat Cruz 4/2  Richard Wilson Jr. 4/17  Thomas & Trisha Mankowski 4/15 

Keith Shannon 4/2  Marie Denzler 4/18  Martin & Barsa Harclerode 4/16 

Grace Chauvin 4/3  Karen Glebe 4/18  Inez & David Dallas 4/19 

Hannah King 4/3  Lynda Watlington 4/18  Jim & Carol Chew 4/25 

Michael Riggs 4/3  Madison Hembd 4/19  Harry & Gloria Havard 4/27 

Donald Clark 4/4  Marc Riley 4/19  Anthony & JoAn Warren 4/28 

Benjamin Haverty 4/4  Karen Paulder 4/20  Ronald & Ellen Kuehnle Jr. 4/29 

Clark Hibbs 4/4  Katrina Singh 4/20  Jerry & Joyce Pfleeger 4/29 

John Hobratschk 4/5  Debra Hasty 4/21  Deron & Jamie Beken 4/30 

Tenley Pond 4/5  Jean Tubbs 4/21    

Matthew Tieman 4/5  Shari Bacon 4/22    

Dena Brown 4/7  Candice Blaylock 4/22    

Kelsey Dippel 4/7  Bryce Evans 4/22    

James Schleider 4/7  Joah George 4/22    

Judith Clark 4/8  Michael Taylor 4/22    

Shirley Allen 4/10  Garrett Chapin 4/23    

Kevin Cox 4/10  Robert Davis 4/24    

McKenna Harclerode 4/10  John Kueck 4/24    

Kenneth Yarborough 4/10  Hilary Paulder 4/25    

Wayne Chauvin 4/11  Amy Haverty 4/26    

Nathan Ellis 4/11  Owen Jones 4/26    

Samantha Mankowski 4/11  Inez Dallas 4/27    

Gabriel Gonzales 4/12  Ashley Tubbs 4/27    

Pauline Stavrakis 4/12  Nathaniel Williams 4/27    

Tristan Hobratschk 4/13  Elfriede Brehm 4/28    

Kelsey Westover 4/13  Dalton Gebhardt 4/28    

Lorraine Erickson 4/14  Travis Pfleeger 4/29    

Courtney Huning 4/14  Nathan Kohn 4/30    

Jon Pfleeger 4/15  Alli Westover 4/30    

Micah Riley 4/15       
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