
Pastor’s 
paragraphs 

O n your mark!  Get set!  Go...  We are stepping 
into a new experience this month.  We are 
combining our two Sunday worship services 
into a single worship service, which begins at 

9:30 a.m., with the goals of relationship building and 
intentional service both inside and outside of Hope 
Lutheran.  Change is disruptive but necessary for 
growth.  If one anticipates a different result, one cannot 
continue to do the same old thing.  If you sit still on 
your bicycle, you fall over!!  So I invite you to join me as 
we disrupt with a purpose! 
 

During the five Sundays of July, 
Hope Lutheran Church  

will worship as a single congregation 
at only 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

2 July 2017   Old Fashion Picnic/Relationship 
Building 

9 July 2017   Inward Focused Service Projects 
16 July 2017   Relationship Potluck 

23 July 2017   Go & Do or Stay & Do--an Outward 
Focus 

30 July 2017   Celebration Sunday 
 

Then back to 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on 6 August 
2017 

L utherans profess a unique way of 
dealing with Church and state.  
The Doctrine of the Two 
Kingdoms saves us from the 

extremes of 1) theocracy and 2) unfettered 
man-directed government.  In this 
doctrine we see our Father as King of both 
the Church and the state.  He rules 
supreme in both. But they are not one.  
Therefore, we pray weekly for our nation 
because God has created government to 
protect his creation by curbing evil.  We 
also confess that our Father is the King of 
the Body of Christ, the Church, and pray 
for the expansion of the Kingdom here as 
well.  We are called to be active 
participants in both.  We in the United 
States are blessed with the First 
Amendment to the Constitution, so 
exquisitely crafted to establish the 
freedom of religious practice and the 
denial of any state religion.  Well done!  
We do have reason to celebrate and to 
defend! 

F amily Promise will return to our campus later 
this month.  If you have not yet volunteered to 
serve this select group of homeless families, 
now is the time to think about doing so.  

Lorraine Erickson is always looking for more to help.  
“When you have done it unto the least...” T he month of July should probably 

be renamed to the month of 
vacation.  Good.  Take some time 
away to relax, refresh, rejuvenate 

and return ready!  I plan to do so.  



Notes from Pastor Jon 
 In a typically un-Lutheran like manner, I am 
excited about the changes — really additions — we are 
making to how we operate together as the Body of Christ 
here at Hope.  Starting this month, with the single 
worship service, the two congregations of Hope have the 
opportunity to become the one congregation that we truly 
are in Christ.  And we get to try some new things, loving 
and serving our neighbors together in ways we have not 
yet done before.  July will be an experiment, but one 
which I pray gains traction.  And not just for the July, 
but for the other eleven months as well. 
 
His Peace Be With You, 
Pastor Jon 

 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 
 They have completed their 
initial training.  And on June 25th, 
our newest Stephen Ministers were 
commissioned.  They are:  Missy 
Castleberry, Frank Ramming, 
Tammie Thomassee and Cheryl 
Wilson.  We rejoice with you on your 
commissioning and pray that our Lord 
use you as one who serves those in 
crisis. 

OUTREACH 
 
 It’s not a secret that citizens of Friendswood 
take advantage of our campus every time the 4th of 
July rolls around.  Why?  Because we are so close to 
Centennial Park — making our parking lots an 
excellent place to watch the fireworks!  The people 
will already be here, so how can we serve them while 
they are here?  Once again, we will be doing what we 
call “Parking & Popcorn.”  We will utilize our 
awesome popcorn machine to give these folks 
something to munch on while watching the show!  
It’s that simple.  It’s a simple way for us to be 
hospitable to our neighbors and a chance to engage 
in conversation. 
 If you want to help out, let us know.  And even 
if you just plan on being on campus for the fireworks, 
wear your “got hope?” t-shirt.  Let’s take this 
opportunity to show Friendswood some love!  

CONFIRMATION 
 
 The next year for confirmation is coming up 
faster than you might realize.  We will start new 
classes on August 16th.  For those beginning 
confirmation instruction in the Fall, look for 
information in the mail this month. 



Music 
Ministry 

Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
Christ be my Teacher, in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign! 

 The Music Ministry will be coming back to life in August.  Please watch for details in the 
bulletin, over email, and in next month’s newsletter. 
 
Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord! 
 
Stephanie Poyner 
Director of Music 

 Summer Music Camp 
begins July 10th at 9:00 a.m.  
 Auditions for 2nd-5th graders 
for speaking parts in the musical 
will be Sunday, July 9th at 6:30 
p.m.  
 Everyone is invited to the 
BIG performance of our camp 
musical Pirates of the I Don’t Care-
ibbean, on Thursday, July 13th at 
6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  
See you there! 

 After Summer Music Camp, I will be heading north to visit my sisters who have 
relocated from Texas, then attending the LCMS Worship Institute in Chicago to find new ideas 
and gain knowledge in church music and worship.  Mr. Lee Stocker will be the substitute 
organist while I am away.  He is a member of Gloria Dei, and he has served as a church 
musician in Arizona and at St. John College in Winfield, Kansas.  We are blessed to have him. 



Youth Ministry 

On the calendar. . . 
 
 
JULY  Worship and serve as one  
  Community!! 
July 2-8 Denver, Colorado Mission  
  Trip 2 
July 4 Parking & Popcorn outreach  
  — join us to share popcorn  
  and cold water for the   
  fireworks. 
TBA  Class of 2017 send off BBQ 

What incredible experiences we have 
already logged in our Summer with three 
mission trips complete in June and another 
embarking in July!  The momentum 
continues to build as many of you 
contemplate perhaps YOUR first mission 
trip to Costa Rica in November?!  The 
experience of a mission trip is a blessing in 
so many ways — of course we strive to 
bless those we serve but so often I find my 
own heart has been blessed beyond 
measures.  Our youth this summer have 
worked in a warehouse, food bank, nursing 
home, day school, church and eye clinic.  
We have worked among those with troubled 
pasts and unknown futures.  We have stretched our boundaries and comfort zones 
and tolerance for long, long drives.  Across all of these experiences has been 
laughter, stories, memories and joy.  We will share more of all of that soon — 
meanwhile, I encourage you to explore your own opportunities to serve in new ways 
whether it is here at home, through our July service project options or the 
adventures of a mission overseas. 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without 
borders 

Let me walk upon the waters wherever 
You would call me 

Take me deeper than my feet could 
ever wander 

And my faith will be made stronger in 
the presence of my Savior 

 

“Where Feet May Fail” various artists 



Children’s  
Ministries 
 A thousand thanks to our 2017 VBS 
volunteers for making it a great adventure 
this summer! 
 Hope members, community 
volunteers, and over 150 children learned 
that God created each of us for a purpose. 
 Over 100 volunteers prepared for and 
witnessed to the children in stations like 
Sound Wave Sing & Play, Bible Discovery, 
Game Makers, Snack Factory, KidVid 
Cinema, Imagination Station Crafts, and 
Funshop Finale.  We even had some of our 
youngest members joining the fun in our 
Tinker Tots class!  Together we experienced 
“God Sightings,” seeing God at work in our 
everyday lives, and reviewed important 
Bible truths from stories throughout the Bible. 
 Through our mission projects, we supported Brittany’s Dream and her efforts to provide 
water wells in Africa.  Even better, she is a high school student in our area, allowing us to show 
the VBS participants someone local, close to their age, who is making a difference in the world.  
You can read more about her program at:  https://www.brittanysdream.net/.  Brittany also has a 
Facebook page:  Brittany’s Dream. 
 Our Family Night Ice Cream Social was a great success thanks to the ice cream sodas 
donated and served by Hope’s Ladies Guild.  A special thank you to all the ladies who donated 
supplies for the ice cream sodas, and to those who scooped up and served all that ice cream! 
 We count on every single one of our volunteers, no matter how small a part you think you 
had.  The VBS staff this year has been a fantastic group!  THANK YOU! 

 “By the seventh day God had vanished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day 
he rested from all his work.  Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it 
he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.”  Genesis 2:2 
 
 As you spend time with family and friends this summer, look around and see what you 
can notice that God has created ~ a sunset, a thunderstorm, a tasty snack, a bumblebee on a 
flower, a kind word, a child’s laugh. 
 
 I wish you abundant God Sightings this summer.  They always make me smile when I 
slow down to notice. 
 
Krista Beken, Director of Children’s Ministries 



Ladies Guild Salutes America 
 
 July 4th, a day of celebration.  In past years, the day was celebrated with picnics, 
parades, family gatherings and outings.  Although some things may still be the same, our 
country is experiencing many of the events of which the Bible speaks.  The one constant in our 
life is God’s promise that Jesus has completed our salvation.  As we pray for our country, we 
trust in His Word and know we are in His care. 
 It has been our pleasure to send monthly financial support to a Lutheran Bible 
Translator, Michael Megahan.  He and his wife, Jo Ann, were working for some years in 
Botswana and Tanzania and have now been relocated to the U.S. 
 His recent newsletter, posted in our Bulletin Board, tells of a touching experience of 
seeing after 23 years — a man who was brought to Christ through the Bible Translators.  As 
you read the posting, it becomes clear that even our small amount counts in far off mission 
fields.  What incentive to keep those Mite Boxes filled! 
 Our July meeting will be on the 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Room.  Hostesses will be 
Janet Burtzlaff and Terri Wenzel.  Terri will be able to give us lots of information about her 
recent attendance at the LWML National Convention.  And don’t forget our fun, funny gift 
exchange, even if we still have 165 shopping days before Christmas. 
 There are many ways in Ladies Guild to serve our congregation and our Lord, and there 
are friends and fellowship to enjoy.  Any and every woman of Hope is so very welcome to join or 
come for a visit. 

Summer Music 
Camp 
 
 We still need junior and 
senior counselors for Summer 
Music Camp from July 10-14 from 
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  Please 
contact Stephanie Poyner at 
spoyner@hope-lutheran.org 
 
 Registration continues for 
Summer Music Camp 2017, 
Pirates of the I Don’t Care-ibbean 
in the church office. Camp will be 
held July 10th — 14th. The cost is 
$50, which includes camp t-shirt, 
CD, pizza party, and supplies.  
Space will be limited, so sign up 
early!   



Hope Lutherans Making a Change??? 
 

2017 Hopefest Garage Sale 
2 day event!! 

Friday, July 28th &  
Saturday, July 29th 

8:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 
 
 Yes, Hope Lutherans can change. . .at least for our annual Hopefest Garage Sale.  We 
will be holding the garage sale in July instead of August this year. 
 So you’ll have to start cleaning out your closets, house, garage, etc. earlier this year.  
Your donations in the past years have helped to make this event a success, but we need your 
gently used items to make this year a success too.  We are looking for the treasures you no 
longer need or want.  We can take clothing, household and kitchen items, furniture, toys, 
baby items/furniture, etc.  We will accept all types of donations that are clean and in 
functional condition; however, we CANNOT accept any computers or mattresses. 
 We will start taking donations on Saturday, July 15th (please do not drop off items 
earlier as we have no place to store them until July 15th).  The last day for your donations is 
Monday, July 24th.  Drop off hours are as follows:   
 Monday — Saturday; 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
 Monday — Thursday; 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
 Sunday; 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 
 
 We will need volunteers to sort, price and make the event a success.  Sign-up sheets 
will be in the Narthex in June just waiting for your volunteer information.  Or you can call 
Debbie McFadden at 281-732-049 or email at mcfadden@uhcl.edu. 
 Volunteer hours to sort and price are as follows: 
 Monday — Thursday, 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
 Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
 Saturday, July 15th & 22nd, 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, July 16th & 23rd, 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 



Stephen Ministry On Call 
 
 Today’s world offers ways quickly to ask for help in time of extreme need.  911 is the 
number most often called, but police, emergency vehicles, ambulances and hot-lines also get 
their share.  But there are needs that need other kinds of help. 
 The loss of a loved one, or a job, or a friend brings need for care just as do broken 
relationships, family problems and teen challenges.  Anything that causes heartache, 
heartbreak, stress or distress, no matter how large or small, can find Christian care through 
Hope’s Stephen Ministry.  Biblical truths are the basis of this confidential, non-judgmental 
care. 
 After months of intensive study and training, Missy Castleberry, Frank Ramming, 
Tammie Thomassee and Cheryl Wilson have become Stephen Ministers.  They have been 
equipped to offer a truly listening ear, a caring heart and a guide to using God’s Word in daily 
life. 
 As our Ministry staff has grown, we are committed to serve men and women of Hope 
upon request.  The gift of time, privacy, sincere trust and God’s love await your call.  God bless 
and guide your consideration. 

HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 
HOPE IN THE MONTH OF JULY – 
 
July 2: 
 Old Fashioned Church Picnic – Pack the family picnic basket 
or make a run to Whataburger!  Bring blankets to spread on the lawn 
(or gym floor if it’s raining) – we will have drinks available.  Join the 
fun in a sack race, toss an egg, stir up a corn hole tournament, a 
round of washers or just sit and visit a while. 
 
July 4: 
 We will offer free popcorn and water bottles in the church 
parking lot during Friendswood’s fireworks display. 
 
July 9: 
 Come and serve!  Join a work team serving various members 
in need (yard work, etc.), help create an art piece for the Great Room 
or tie up quilts for Camp Hope. 
 
July 16: 
 Potluck – bring a favorite dish to share and simply enjoy the 
fellowship. 
 
July 23: 
 Come and serve!  Team up in the kitchen to make a meal for our Family Promise guests, 
decorate flower pots and fill them with a cheerful plant to be delivered to a community member in 
need – go a little further and make deliveries, tie a few more quilts for Camp Hope. 
 
July 30: 
 Let’s celebrate!  Come together to hear the stories and see the images of Hope at work and play 
during the month of July – share what you enjoyed, where you served, what touched your heart. 
 
** Can’t stay?  Gather canned goods and bring them through the month of July for area food pantry or 
pick up a service project scavenger hunt and make it an adventure of your own. 



Fiscal Year (04/01/17 -  03/31/18) 
As of May 2017 

Debt:  $1,205,424.64 

  ANNUAL 
PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 
PLAN 

Y‐T‐D 
ACTUAL 

% OF PLAN 

Opera ng Receipts  $1,046,393.00  $162,127.32  $158,236.66  97.00% 

Early Childhood Tithe  $45,000.00  $6,000.00  $6,000.00  100.00% 

Total Receipts  $1,091,393.00  $169,127.32  $164,236.66  97.11% 

         

Outreach  $74,268.00  $11,891.66  $11,720.99  98.56% 

Educa on  $8,850.00  $159.19  $50.96  32.01% 

Children  $2,300.00  $118.55  $99.01  83.52% 

Youth  $13,200.00  $617.83  $344.89  55.82% 

Music  $6,000.00  $839.60  $622.40  74.13% 

Assimila on  $500.00  $0.00  $0.00  0.00% 

Misc. Ministries  $10,050.00  $500.00  $514.90  102.98% 

Personnel  $637,288.00  $99,888.22  $97,812.46  97.92% 

Finance  $62,187.00  $10,364.50  $10,264.91  99.04% 

Facili es  $227,150.00  $34,973.09  $29,680.64  84.87% 

Office & Worship  $40,600.00  $6,015.92  $5,603.67  93.15% 

Omnibus  $9,000.00  $400.00  $397.35  99.34% 

Total Expenditures  $1,091,393.00  $165,768.56  $157,112.18  94.78% 

         

Income Less Expenses    $3,358.76  $7,124.48   



Birthdays 
and 

Anniversaries 

Jeff Ellis 7/1  Harvey Melcher 7/17  Larry & Linda Davis 7/6 
Marjorie Adams 7/2  Emma Rebstock 7/17  Sven & Kathy Bors-Koefoed 7/8 
Alice Dietrich 7/2  Robert Anderson 7/18  Sanjay & Rexanne Singh 7/8 
Jordan Pfleeger 7/3  Shelby Blankenship 7/18  Matthew & Jennifer Tieman 7/10 
Joan Sikes 7/3  Mike Schkade 7/18  Ron & Carolyn Ricaldi 7/11 
Annette Berg 7/4  Carolyn Moller 7/20  Jim & Dina Connor 7/14 
Andrea Frank 7/4  Joyce Weiland 7/20  Mathews & Brett George 7/16 
Joe Blankenship IV 7/5  Daniel Illerich 7/21  Scott & Saleena Butler 7/26 
Miranda Tieman 7/6  Makenna Pedersen 7/21  Jonathan & Sheri Petering 7/27 
Wyatt Eaves 7/7  Star Weiss 7/21  Slater & Carol Sauer 7/27 
Sadie Fox 7/7  Karen Yarborough 7/21  Adam & Star Weiss 7/29 
Alice Dodd 7/8  Emily Plumpton 7/22     

Judith Petersen 7/8  Linnea Swanson 7/23     

Shayne Westover 7/8  Hannah Gilbert 7/25     

Alexander Groeper 7/9  Fred Lemire 7/25     

Carrie Cox 7/10  Matt Riley 7/25     

Sebastian Hernandez 7/10  Joshua Whitman 7/25     

Caitlyn Norris 7/10  Gail Akins 7/26     

Shawn Steakley 7/11  Jim Connor 7/26     

Chris Gonzales 7/12  Debbie Hamre 7/26     

Frank Fennell 7/13  Marvin Knighton Sr. 7/26     

Jorden Sanchez 7/13  Carol Chew 7/28     

Jenae Lestishen 7/15  John Blaylock 7/29     

Brooke Orsak 7/15  Janet Burtzlaff 7/29     

Jim Chew 7/16  Happy Garren 7/29     

Ronald Tiracchia 7/16  Mark Gonzales 7/29     

Amanda Watlington 7/16  Evan Butler 7/30     

Ian Frank 7/17  Lana Zimmer 7/31     
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