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Children’s 

Ministry 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas!  
 
 For the past several years in the month of December, I change my 
Facebook cover photo to a version of this quote from the 1966 Dr. Seuss TV 
Movie How the Grinch Stole Christmas!: “He puzzled and puzzled till his 
puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before. 
Maybe Christmas, he thought... doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas, 
perhaps... means a little bit more!”  
If you look simply at the title of the movie, it doesn’t sound like it will have a 
very happy ending. I would imagine, however, that almost all of you are familiar 
with the TV Christmas time classic, and you know that in the end, the Grinch 
learns the true meaning of Christmas. All the efforts of the Grinch to steal the 
presents, candy canes, Christmas stockings, Christmas trees, and even the food 
for the Christmas feast do not keep the Whos from being joyous on Christmas 
day. Even though they wake up to find all the perceived necessities of Christmas 
to be gone, the Whos manage to find joy and “welcome Christmas” by simply 
being together. 
 If the Grinch were to come to your home to steal your Christmas, what 
would he perceive as the most important parts needed to make Christmas 
happen? Do those parts consume and overwhelm your Christmas season? 
Without realizing it, we are easily pulled in by the commercialism of Christmas. 
I think that’s why I like the quote above so much and repost it every year. That 
quote reminds me to slow down, breathe, and remember what Christmas is truly 
about. The quote reminds me to focus on the gift of baby Jesus, and not the 
1,001 gifts, decorations, and just right party foods that mailers and TV ads insist 
we need. 
 Is it possible to start our Christmas season in the place where the Grinch 
movie ends, with Christmas meaning more than the gifts and decorations and 
parties and food? Can we start in Advent and simply prepare our hearts for 
Christ’s birth? What would that look like? What would we need to let go of to 
simplify this potentially stress filled time of year?  
 As we begin the Advent season, take a minute or two to think about how 
you would simplify your holiday season. Where can you begin to let go of the 
expectations? 
 The Grinch expected the Whos to be sad and cancel Christmas because 
he stole all their presents… Narrator: “But this... this sound wasn't sad. Why... 
this sound sounded glad. Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and the small, 
was singing, without *any* presents at all! He hadn't stopped Christmas from 
coming, it *came*! Somehow or other... it came just the same.” 
Grinch: “How could it be so? It came without ribbons!... it came without tags!... 
it came without packages, boxes, or bags!” 
 Christmas will come as it does every year. Will you be ready with a joy 
filled heart? 

Upward Basketball 
Hope Lutheran Church is 
continuing its partnership 
with Friendswood United 
Methodist Church in the 
Friendswood Upward 
Basketball League.  
Volunteers are the key 
ingredient for the success of 
this league.  Join the team! 
Once our basketball games 
begin in January, we will 
need folks to referee games 
and to lead half-time 
devotions. Basketball 
experience is not required. 
Referee training is provided, 
and half-time devotions are 
written and ready to go. 
Help us put our gym to use 
welcoming the community.  
I hope that you will 
prayerfully consider being a 
part of this ministry here at 
Hope Lutheran Church. 

Wishing you a Christmas 
season filled with joy! 
 
Krista Beken 
Director of Children’s 
Ministries 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Coffee Hour  

 
 The time is here to sign up 

for those volunteering in 2019 for 

Coffee Hour !  First, our thanks 

for all those who helped serve in 

2018.  You are much appreciated.  

For 2019, the sign up is now 

available in the Grand Hallway. 

 Get your groups together 

and help host our special time for 

fellowship; the Coffee Hour!  If it 

is 1 week, 2 weeks, or 1 month, we 

would love to have you host.  

Detailed directions are given. 

 Questions??  Contact 

Debbie Hasty at dhasty@hope-

lutheran.org or 281-482-7943. 

Flower Chart 
 

 The 2019 Flower Chart sign up for Altar 

Flowers is now available in the Grand Hallway.  

The cost is $30.00 per arrangement.  Each 

arrangement can be taken home after the 11:00 

a.m. service.  (Please do not take the liner 

home.)  Check should be made payable to Hope 

Lutheran Church and placed in the envelope 

attached to the Flower Chart. 

 Please pay for your flowers when you 

sign up.  This will save the office staff time and 

make the process easier and more efficient.  

There is a place on the sign up sheet to mark 

when you pay — check or cash.  In the past 

cash has just been placed in the envelope, and 

we have no way to track that payment, so 

please make sure you mark as “paid with cash”. 

 Questions?  Contact Katherine Kohn or 

Debbie Hasty at 281-482-7943.  Thank you. 

Mailboxes 
 

 It’s that time of year again — the dreaded 

“Mailbox Cleaning.”  Please, please, please make an 

effort this month to clean out your mailbox and 

anything that you have left on top of the mailboxes.  In 

January, the mailboxes will be re-alphabetized and 

everything left will find it’s way into the trash. 

 Any questions — call me.  Thank you. 

   Debbie Hasty 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 
December 16  8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  
 A Service of Lessons and Carols 
December 19  6:30 p.m.    
 Christmas Potluck / Children’s Christmas Program 
December 24  
 5:30 p.m. Family Worship Service 
 7:30 p.m. Candlelight ChristMass 
 11:00 p.m. Candlelight ChristMass 
December 25   
 10:30 a.m. ChristMass Day Worship 

Poinsettias / Norfolk Pines 
 

 Look for the Special FLOWER ENVELOPE on 

the Welcome Center in the Narthex starting Sunday, 

December 2nd.   We will be selling flowers to decorate 

the Sanctuary from Sunday, December 2nd thru 

Sunday, December 16th.  No flowers orders will be 

taken after December 16th..   

 Please drop the Flower Envelopes in the offering 

plate or in the box adjacent to the envelopes.   

 We will be offering decoratively wrapped red, 

white and jingle bells  Poinsettias ($7.00 each), red-

magenta Christmas cactus (8:00 each) and Norfolk 

Pines ($9.00 each) to decorate our Chancel and Nave for 

Christmas.  A donor list will be published in the 

bulletins on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 Questions??  Contact me.  Debbie Hasty 



 



Financial Data 
Fiscal Year (04/01/18 -  03/31/19) 

As of October 31, 2018 

Debt:  $1,025,215.16 

 ANNUAL 
PLAN 

Y-T-D 
PLAN 

Y-T-D 
ACTUAL 

% OF PLAN 

Operating Receipts $1,052,285.00 $613,832.94 $518,741.71 84.51% 

Early Childhood Tithe $45,000.00 $24,375.00 $24,375.00 100.00% 

Total Receipts $1,097,285.00 $638,207.94 $543,116.71 85.10% 

     

Outreach $74,368.00 $43,145.57 $42,567.35 98.66% 

Education $8,850.00 $3,936.59 $3,365.43 85.49% 

Children $2,300.00 $726.21 $305.24 42.03% 

Youth $13,200.00 45,878.53 $5,284.56 89.90% 

Music $6,600.00 $1,187.34 $270.00 22.74% 

Assimilation $200.00 $0.00 $0.00 0.00% 

Misc. Ministries $9,950.00 $2,501.78 $2,329.31 93.11% 

Personnel $653,774.00 $376,347.64 $344,624.68 91.57% 

Finance $50,243.00 $29,308.37 $28,895.22 98.59% 

Facilities $227,450.00 $127,843.71 $107,378.44 83.99% 

Office & Worship $40,850.00 $19,906.72 $16,811.37 84.45% 

Omnibus $9,500.00 $1,251.81 $1,038.48 82.96% 

Total Expenditures $1,097,285.00 $612,034.27 $552,870.08 90.33% 

     

Income Less Expenses  $26,173.67 ($9,753.37)  



 

Birthdays and 
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